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A Psalm of Praise 
I will praise the Lord as long 
as I live. 
I was afraid and got lost in 
myself, and tried to work 
things out in my own strength. 
I was in pain and turned to 
man for help. 
I was confused and once 
again I lost sight of God, but he 
still loved me, and forgave me. 
He laid his healing hand 
upon me, and gave me an inner 
peace. 
He gave me another chance 
at life, and he made me aware 
of how much we take for 
granted until it may end. 
He gave me the blessing of 
being a mother to my children 
and giving me a loving husband 
to be there for love and 
comfort. 
He gave me a thankful heart 
for all his blessings. 
Praise God! He is such a 
loving God. 
Betty Sherk (1935-1989) 
I 
GENERAL CONFERENCE 1990 
U This we believe 
.by Robert B. Ives 
This summer, June 30—July 5, the 
111th General Conference will be held in 
Grantham, Pa. The theme of the confer-
ence will be "This We Believe." 
From time to time it is good for a 
church to affirm in fresh ways what it 
believes. It is not as simple a task as you 
might think. In fact, anyone who has 
witnessed to a non-Christian or tackled 
personally, or with a group, writing a 
statement of faith knows that it is diffi-
cult to say exactly what you mean. But 
there are times when we must state what 
we believe as a church and wrestle with 
the nuances and the differences. 
When we take an objective look at 
ourselves, we see that what we believe is 
a blend of Anabaptist, Wesleyan, Pietis-
tic, and 20th century evangelical theo-
logical ideas. We have been tolerant of 
so much diversity in theology because 
we have given priority to how we live 
our lives and to listening to one another. 
Where we have seen godliness in other 
Christians, we have welcomed that. 
Sometimes this tolerance became a 
problem, for at times we tended to give 
experience a priority over biblical 
exegesis. 
I n general, we might call our theology 
evangelical, for we hold—in the main— 
to historic Christianity: to the Lordship 
of Jesus Christ and to the need for 
repentance and faith in him and to an 
obedient life. These were themes of the 
1982 General Conference. But if it is 
evangelical, it is evangelical in the direc-
tion of Anabaptist themes and in the 
direction of Wesleyan themes; and in 
particular we give priority to godly 
experience. 
Most Brethren in Christ people can 
VISITOR About the cover 
Betty Sherk, mother of three children 
under 10, had been told by doctors that 
she had only two years to live. She 
attended a healing campaign by a well-
known faith healer, but came home very 
disillusioned. The Pastor Robert Rol-
ston anointed her with oil in the Sherk-
ston Brethren in Christ Church and her 
liver began to function again. Betty lived 
another 14 years, and wrote this psalm 
last year as part of a Sunday school class 
assignment. Betty died Dec. 16, 1989; 
her obituary is on page 25 of this issue of 
the Visitor. 
Cover photo: Rohn Engh 
say with integrity the Apostles' Creed; 
though because it doesn't emphasize all 
the things uniquely important to us, at 
one point we used a Brethren in Christ 
creed which added the phrase "Savior 
and Lord" and the word "sanctification" 
to the normative creed. At another time 
in our history, members pledged com-
mitment to a membership covenant 
which included a promise to follow the 
pattern of Matthew 18 in resolving con-
flicts in the church. In fact, that ten-
dency to trust one another and to wait 
on a process to work in personal rela-
tionships meant we did not deal quickly 
enough with hurtful evil. Another 
example is that it took us a long time to 
deal with lifestyle issues of the head cov-
ering and divorced church leaders and 
members. 
Our current doctrinal statement, which 
one could find in the Manual of Doc-
trine and Government, no longer serves 
the church which has changed and 
grown over the past 25 years. We have 
added a lot of first-generation Brethren 
in Christ who have begun at a different 
theological starting point. We need to-
gether to be committed to the tension of 
the blend of our unique heritage. In the 
past we have been able to hold in tension 
different views of sanctification or dif-
ferent perspectives on the Bible because 
we had respect for one another and 
because we measured people as much by 
godly living as by theological uniform-
ity. But it takes time to learn to respect 
others, and part of the task of the new 
theological statement is to try to speak 
for the new "we." 
I hope we will be able to proceed 
without heresy hunts and with mutual 
respect, particularly with regard to a 
doctrine of sanctification. There is some-
thing more important than trying to 
squeeze someone into a mold. It is see-
ing another person who shares the same 
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task I do, the task passed on to us by 
Jesus in Matthew 28 of making disciples 
of people in all nations. 
A doctrinal statement can help with 
this task by making us more confident in 
who we are and in helping us to focus 
the issues which are important for us at 
the present time. 
We would expect that as the bishops 
bring together groups before Confer-
ence to discuss the doctrinal statement 
and as we consider the statement in ses-
sions of General Conference, that we 
would see ourselves more clearly and be 
glad to put into words what we believe. 
Robert Ives, senior pastor of the Gran-
tham (Pa.) Brethren in Christ Church, is 
Assistant Moderator of the denomination 
this biennium. 
General Conference 
Youth Program Highlights 
June 30-July 5, 
Messiah College, Grantham, Pa. 
Registration: $30.00 (US funds) payable at Conference 





—Concert by Kenny Marks 
—Quizzing 
—Special Speakers 
Program Coordinators: Sue Gilmore and Bryan Lofthouse 
For more information, contact 
Bryan Lofthouse (416)835-2361 
General Conference Information 
General Conference is for the whole 
family! Activities will be provided free 
for all children through age 11. Their 
programs will run concurrently with 
General Conference sessions. Children 
may be taken to their meeting places 15 
minutes before each Conference session. 
The Board for Congregational Life, 
which is directing children's activities, 
also has a full program planned for 
youth age 12 and over. Leaders of these 
activities project a charge of about $30 
for each youth. M ore details on all these 
programs will be forthcoming, if not 
already in your hands. 
If you plan to attend one or both of 
the sessions (the Board for Congrega-
tional Life Pre-Conference meeting or 
General Conference), fill out FORM A 
of the registration blank printed in the 
January issue of the Evangelical Visitor. 
Travelers who need transportation from 
or back to the Harrisburg airport, rail-
way or bus terminals, be sure to fill out 
FORM B of the registration form and 
send it to Jim Hess. 
It is extremely urgent to purchase air 
tickets early because of the holidays. 
MTS Travel, Ephrata, Pa., is the official 
travel agency for this Conference. Any-
one booked by MTS or by their own 
travel agent, on United Airlines, flying 
between June 21 and July 8, will receive 
a 5 percent discount. If you make ar-
rangements through your own travel 
agent, have them use the United Airlines 
Conference ID # 445ET. Call MTS as 
follows: U.S. callers—800-642-8315; 
callers from Canada—717-733-4131. 
The first Conference session begins 
Saturday, June 30, at 1:00 p.m. Regis-
tration at Conference is on Friday eve-
ning, June 29, from 6 to 9 p.m., and on 
Saturday from 8 a.m. to 12 noon. If you 
plan to arrive on Saturday, do your best 
to arrive by 10:00 a.m. You will need 
time before lunch to move into your 
room and complete registration. The 
final Conference session is scheduled to 
conclude at 3:30 p.m. on Thursday, July 
5. 
Important: Every man, woman, and 
child should register on FORM A, 
including those commuting from their 
own homes (one exception: people at-
tending evening sessions only). And all 
persons 18 years old and over will need 
to pay the registration fee, even if they 
are not voting members of Conference. 
These fees help pay some General Con-
ference expenses; the rest of Conference 
expenses are met by Conference offerings. 
When you fill out FORM A, kindly 
fill in all blanks which pertain to you. 
Please do not use question marks; the 
computer will regard such as "no" 
answers. Just wait to register until you 
are sure of your plans (but do so before 
June 1, 1990). 
You are encouraged to attend an area 
Brethren in Christ Church on Sunday 
morning. For easy reference, check the 
list of churches in the January issue of 
the Visitor. Transportation will be pro-
vided if you request it when you register. 
Be sure to indicate the church you plan 
to attend on FORM A, whether you 
need transportation or not. 
The Convention Director will again 
be assigning space for exhibits. Please 
make your request in terms of 8-foot 
modules. To cover rental costs, kindly 
include a check for $20 for each 8-foot 
space needed. If you need an electrical 
outlet, include that information with 
your check (made out to General Con-
ference). 
From January to June each Visitor 
will have General Conference informa-
tion. You are encouraged to keep all 
these copies for ready reference. If you 
need additional registration blanks, ask 
your pastor for them or simply make 
photo copies. 
For more information, contact the 
Convention Director, Ken Mark, 304 
Berkshire Rd., Mechanicsburg, PA 
17055. Phone: 717-766-8914. You may 
leave a recorded message at that number. 
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Puzzle 
by G. Roger Schoenhals 
My sixteen-year-old daughter gave 
it to me for Christmas. "Here's a 
challenge for ya, Dad , " she said. 
Over Thanksgiving I had com-
plained that the 1000-piece puzzle 
we put together was child's play. I 
needed something more equal to my 
skill. Sara apparently recorded the 
comment for fu ture reference. 
I liked the picture of the new, 
2,500-piece puzzle: snow clad m o u n -
tains against a deep blue sky, a 
broken down barn and shed with 
varied shades of b r o w n , lots of 
grayish fencing, strands of barbed 
wire, many shadowy areas, and var-
ied grasses. 
The pieces were small and amaz-
ingly similar in shape. For example, 
I found it easy to line up twenty or 
more pieces of solid blue sky with no 
apparent differences. Only when I 
hooked two of them together and 
turned them over could 1 tell for sure 
whether they were a perfect fit. Yes, 
this puzzle presented a challenge. 
All during Christmas vacation I 
worked on the puzzle. At times, my 
wife joined me and we'd sit there for 
hours without talking, just staring at 
the little f ragments . Occasionally, 
one of us would pick up a piece and 
consult the cover of the box for 
clues. It was gruesome. 
I found several shoe box lids and 
began to sort similar colors into each 
box. "All it takes is a little organiza-
tion," I told my wife. "I'll just go 
about this methodically." 
Sandy's time at the table began to 
dwindle. The kids were out of it all 
together. I was on my own; just me 
and the puzzle. 
By J a n u a r y 2, af ter multiplied 
hours of intense concentrat ion, only 
a third of the picture was in place. 
Still I dogged on. Evenings and week-
ends were devoted to the task. 
At times my entire family would 
be sound asleep and there I'd be, 
hovering over the table trying to find 
a connection. I arranged the lighting 
to enhance the colors and to remove 
the glare. I moved a round the table 
to change my perspective. Did I tell 
you I'm slightly color-blind? 
Sandy began to complain about 
the unusable table. "Don ' t you even 
think about it," I warned her. She 
said, "Maybe we can find a large 
board to slide it onto so you could 
work elsewhere." "No!" 
The fun of put t ing together a puz-
zle collapsed. The possibility of fail-
ure haunted me. Episodes of f rustra-
tion became commonplace . Often I 
left the table mut ter ing unhappy syl-
lables. My children stayed clear. 
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Last night, February 23, I sat 
down again to at tack the puzzle. 
More than 1,500 disconnected pieces 
sneered at me. This is it, I told 
myself, I will finish this miserable 
thing if it kilts me! 
Thirty minutes later I stood up. 
Whimper ing like a whipped dog, I 
wiped the table clean. Then 1 went to 
my wife and sought comfor t . 
Defeated by a puzzle. Conquered 
by little pieces of cardboard . I 'm 
surprised I'm even writing about it. 
Yet, through it all, I learned a 
thing or two. First, I learned that life 
is sometimes like me and that puzzle. 
At times I try so hard to fit the pieces 
of my life together, to work things 
out on my own. But I only wind up 
frustrated and defeated. 
God's Word tells me to place my 
trust in him and to let him construct 
the picture of my life—"In all your 
ways acknowledge him and he shall 
direct your paths." The Puzzle Maker 
knows how things should go. 
Second, some things aren't as 
impor tan t as they seem. F o r several 
weeks I allowed a puzzle to possess 
me. A mere game took charge of my 
life. Family and impor tan t duties 
suffered neglect. My selfish passion 
to succeed consumed me. In retro-
spect, it seems ridiculous. But it 
happened. And , I'm ashamed to say, 
it sometimes happens in other areas 
of my life as well. 
The Scriptures teach me to "Seek 
first the Kingdom of God and his 
r ighteousness" and to devote myself 
to doing good for others. It all seems 
so obvious now that the table is 
clear. 
My greatest challenge is fa r more 
p ro found than put t ing together a 
2,500-piece game. My calling is to 
daily allow the Holy Spirit to spread 
his table before me, and then to give 
myself to find and to fit into his pur-
poses for my life. Now that 's a puzzle 
wor th doing. • 
The author, a frequent contributor to the 
Visitor, lives in Seattle, Wash. 
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They\ttitude 
of Sacrifice 
by Ronald J. Webb 
In Christ ian circles, "sacrifice" is a 
loaded word. It often becomes a 
measure for "true spirituality," or for 
"spiritual s ta tus" as we compare our 
sacrifice against another 's . But is this 
the at t i tude of sacrifice that the Bible 
speaks about? I think not. 
Recently, as I have listened to 
Christ ians use the word "sacrifice," 
the context has often been Christ 's 
sacrifice on the cross. This is interest-
ing in light of the dict ionary defini-
t ion of sacrifice: " to offer up some-
thing precious." In the case of Christ's 
sacrifice, God the Father was offer-
ing u p something precious for our 
sake. But also, God the Son was 
being obedient in becoming the sac-
rifice. He was doing the Father 's 
will. 
I would like to put for th the 
thought that our sacrifice is nothing 
more and nothing less than being 
obedient to the will of God. As we 
are obedient to God in all dimen-
sions of ou r life, we are actually 
"offering u p something precious," 
ourselves, as a sacrifice. 
T o o of ten we are admonished to 
be involved in "sacrificial giving" or 
"giving 'til it hur ts ." I have often 
wondered what constitutes "unsacri-
ficial giving," or just where does 
unsacrificial giving stop and sacrifi-
cial giving begin? Just as often I have 
wondered what we should call the 
giving that takes place before it 
starts to hurt! I am all for giving, and 
I a m fully aware of the biblical man-
dates for giving. But sometimes it 
seems like we create unnecessary 
and h u m a n s tandards against which 
to measure our "sacrifical" giving. 
We also have the impression, don' t 
we, that full-t ime Christ ian service is 
supposed to be sacrificial—particular-
ly in a financial sense. A good friend 
once interviewed for a j ob at a Chris-
tian college and when the salary 
offer was made, it was followed by, 
"You have to remember that you are 
really a missionary." Somehow that 
was supposed to justify the horribly 
low salary offer because missionar-
ies are supposed to sacrifice. In this 
case, the sacrifice meant living in 
near poverty. 
It seems to me that this way of 
thinking about sacrifice puts an in-
appropr ia te emphasis on objective, 
material, and—if you will—worldly 
measures. And when we do this, it 
opens us up to pride because we can 
compare our spirituality with others. 
Somewhere we have made the out-
ward expression or activity more 
impor tant than the inward motiva-
tion or attitude. The example of 
Samuel and Saul in the Old Testa-
ment can help us as we think about 
sacrifice. 
In chapter 15 of 1 Samuel we have 
the story of the Lord rejecting Saul 
for his lack of obedience. Samuel 
had been sent to Saul with the Lord's 
message, ". . . punish the Amalek-
ites for what they did to Israel when 
they waylaid them as they came up 
f r o m Egypt." Saul was to destroy 
everything t ha t be longed to the 
Amaleki tes—men and women, chil-
dren and infants, cattle and sheep, 
camels and donkeys. Saul didn't fol-
low orders, but took captive Agag, 
their king, and the best of the ani-
mals f rom the plunder. Saul intended 
them to be a sacrifice to the Lord 
God. Saul was so pleased with his 
efforts that he even built a monu-
ment in his own honor . In verses 22 
and 23 we have the words of Samuel 
repr imanding Saul for his disobe-
dience: "Does the Lord delight in 
burnt offerings and sacrifices as much 
as in obeying the voice of the Lord? 
T o obey is better than sacrifice, and 
to heed is better than the fat of rams. 
For rebellion is like the sin of divina-
tion, and arrogance like the evil of 
idolatry. Because you have rejected 
the word of the Lord, he has rejected 
you as king." 
It's obvious that obedience was 
the issue here. Sacrifice at the ex-
pense of obedience is not acceptable. 
Saul's rebellion was violating the 
central requirement of the covenant 
condi t ion given to him when he 
became king. This covenant was 
given to Saul earlier in 1 Samuel 
12:14-15: "If you fear the Lord and 
serve and obey him, and do not rebel 
against his commands , and if you 
follow the Lord your God—good! 
But if you do not obey the Lord, and 
if you rebel against his commands , 
his hand will be against you as it was 
against your father 's ." 
Saul is also castigated for "arro-
gance like the evil of idolatry." Inter-
esting words. Saul's arrogance over 
his success in battle led him to build 
the m o n u m e n t to his own honor . He 
was setting himself up as an idol to 
be worshipped. But one also senses 
an arrogance in Saul's attitude toward 
the sacrifice he had preserved for the 
Lord. It's almost as if the sacrifice 
itself was more important than to 
w h o m the sacrifice was being made. 
We do that too sometimes, don ' t we. 
We begin to idolize the sacrifice and 
lose sight of the Person to w h o m we 
are sacrificing. The activity, and the 
amoun t , and the giving up, and the 
stroking we get f r o m others for our 
sacrifice become the focal point, and 
the att i tude of sacrifice is not there. 
It seems to me that "true sacrifice" 
is simply being obedient to the will of 
God in all dimensions of our lives. 
First and foremost it is an att i tude of 
"offering up something precious" 
because of who God is and what he 
has done for us. It is simply this, but 
it is not simple. • 
Dr. Ronald J. Webb is Professor of Busi-
ness at Messiah College and has chaired that 
department since 1980. 
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Myrrh: 
Symbol of Suffering 
Martha Lady is Assistant Professor of 
English at Messiah College, serving on the 
faculty since 1964. 
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It is rather striking that at Jesus ' 
birth, myrrh was an item of luxury 
presented as a gift to him, and then 
at his death it was an ingredient 
which was presented to him mixed 
with wine (Mk. 15:23) which he 
refused. Could it be that the signifi-
cance of this resin changed for Jesus 
during his brief lifetime? 
Myrrh in the ancient world was 
highly regarded as a perfume, cos-
metic, unguent , or as a medicinal 
remedy. It was an ingredient used in 
holy ointments and in incenses which 
were burned in the temple. It was 
also employed in embalming. 
At Jesus ' birth, perhaps it was 
utilized mainly for its a roma, or 
might even have been sold to pro-
vide sustenance for the family. It is 
unlikely then that Mary or Joseph 
would have seen the myrrh as a 
symbol of suffering. It would only be 
in having had some knowledge of 
the plant f r o m which myrrh is ob-
tained that one would see it as such a 
symbol. Myrrh is an aromat ic gum 
resin obtained f r o m a small thorny 
tree native to Arabia and Africa. 
When the bark is cut, the resin flows. 
Is there a connection between this 
method of securing this healing agent 
and the piercing of Jesus ' side to 
release his blood for all humankind? 
At his crucifixion, one wonders 
why Jesus refused the wine and 
myrrh offered by the R o m a n sol-
diers. Adding resin, salts, and spices 
by Martha Long 
to wine was c o m m o n practice in the 
ancient world. To drink wine un-
mixed was regarded as riotous.1 
Bisabol, or the sweet myrrh, added a 
pleasant a roma as well as flavor and 
rendered the wine less intoxicating. 
It was the type used in incense, per-
fumery, and embalming. Herabol 
myrrh is a bitter substance. What the 
Romans offered was probably sour 
wine mixed with a bitter ingredient 
to produce stupefaction.2 Jesus did 
not try to diminish his suffering by 
drinking this mixture. 
Myrrh is distinctive in one addi-
tional aspect of Jesus 'dea th . Joseph 
of Arimathea and Nicodemus brought 
a mixture of myrrh and aloes and 
wrapped Jesus ' body in strips of 
linen with the spices. Thus, a l though 
denied interment in a coffin which 
was accorded to persons of distinc-
tion, Jesus ' body was cared for 
properly in accordance with Jewish 
customs. 
One ponders, could the magi—as 
they presented their gift of myrrh— 
have foreseen that it was not simply 
a luxury, but was also symbolic of 
Jesus ' suffering and death? • 
'The New Encyclopedia Britannica. 15th ed. 
(1987), s. v. "Wine." 
: The New Schaff-Herzog Encyclopedia of Reli-




The m o n t h of March of 1989 was 
a very intense t ime for me. Because 
of my responsibilities, I was away 
f r o m h o m e 18 of the first 23 days of 
March . I arrived home on the eve of 
Good Friday, fully aware that our 
daughter was heavy with child. The 
phone rang at 4:30 a .m. on Good 
Friday, alerting us that our daughter 
and son-in-law were on the way to 
the hospital . Later tha t evening she 
gave birth to our first grandchild. He 
was named Bryce Rober t Worley, 
weighed 10 pounds , 11 ounces, was 
21 inches long, and the best looking 
baby in the Glendale, California, 
Memor ia l Hospital nursery. (Funny 
how grandfathers know these details.) 
The next morning 1 held in my arms 
this new member of our family. The 
hours of waiting, with some anxiety, 
gave way to t h e c e l e b r a t i o n of 
happiness. 
Because of his size and some 
complicat ion, it was an extra painful 
delivery, but bo th mother and son 
came th rough in good health. What 
a wonder is God's gift of birth! T o be 
close to this "life f r o m life" expe-
rience is a sanctified moment . Bryce 
is God ' s child. He, like all of us, was 
b o r n as a unique person in God 's 
plan of creation. F r o m the loving 
relat ionship of parents comes this 
child in the image of God. 1 don' t 
recall having all these thoughts as a 
young father. Perhaps grandfathers 
are meant to ponder these things. 
It was two days later, on Easter 
Sunday , tha t my wife and I took 
food for the n o o n meal to the par-
ents of our newborn . At the table 
our daughter reflected on the week-
end and asked me, " D a d , did you 
think abou t me experiencing my 
pain on Good Friday and how on 
Easter Sunday we celebrate this new 
life with joy?" I told her it was really 
special for her to share tha t thought . 
It was a private holy time. Tha t was 
the Spring of 1989. And it was a t ime 
of new life fo r our immediate family. 
Now, as I write nine mon ths later, 




Don Shafer is General Secretary of the 
Brethren in Christ Church, and resides in 
California. 
was nine mon ths that we waited for 
this child, and now he has been a 
part of our family for these months 
of growth and development. I'll spare 
you the details of how special this 
little boy is, but I do have pictures 
with me if you want my story! As I 
reflect on this new dimension in our 
family, there are several ideas that 
come to mind. 
First, it is a blessing f r o m the Cre-
a tor God to give new life. And, as all 
new grandparents know, it is special 
to hold in your a rms the child of 
your child. As I have told some of 
my friends, I 'm just a little crazy 
abou t this newborn boy. But this 
Christmas I recall the shepherds, 
angels, and wise men also seemed a 
little crazy over birth. There is the 
aspect of wonder that our "little girl" 
has now become a mother and in her 
eyes and heart is the joy of being a 
par tner with her spouse in the mys-
tery of procreation. Another person 
has come to planet earth to be loved 
and nourished. It is no small grace to 
be this close to God's blessing of 
birth. It is interesting how I notice all 
new babies now and how it hurts 
more deeply to hear of an aban-
doned child. 
Another aspect of becoming a 
grandfa ther is the meaning of rela-
tionships. I've already alluded to 
how our daughter is a mother . She 
seems so much more mature and 
properly protective of this new life. 
She looks on the child and us with 
special pleasure that only a mother 
can truly experience. She has her 
special touch and ways with her son. 
And she and her mother relate in the 
mystery of being in on the secrets 
known only to them. I 'm awed by 
the way my wife relates to her 
daughter in new ways, careful not to 
tell her how to be a mother , but 
ready to do anything when invited. 
And our son-in-law is a proud 
father. He continues to be the faith-
ful lover of our daughter, but he is 
more than tha t now. He is a new 
Daddy and suddenly it seems that he 
is wiser and more seasoned. As some 
sage put it, it is amazing how this 
man who was questioned by me as 
be ing the best h u s b a n d f o r ou r 
daughter has now fathered such a 
magnificent son! 
And then there is our son and his 
wife, who are now uncle and aunt for 
the first t ime in our immediate fam-
ily. They are special people for this 
new little life. 
More than the others, my wife is 
now a grandmother . To observe our 
grandson sleeping in her arms with 
her look of contentment beyond 
description has only added a new 
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by Don Shafer 
warmth to our own marriage of over 
33 years. 
There is no way for me to write the 
dep th of my affect ion for this new 
grandson. His smile of recognition is 
etched forever in my memory, and 
his squea l of k n o w i n g m e as 
" G r a m p s " melts my heart. It is a new 
relationship that was a gift to me this 
Chr is tmas beyond any of the other 
things that were graciously shared 
with me. Indeed, he is a gift f r o m 
God. 
And, of course, there is the pain of 
our humani ty . Just before the year-
end holidays this new grandson con-
tracted his first serious round of 
congestion, earache, and coughing. 
If it were possible, I would gladly 
have taken this illness for him. One 
of those nights we were with him, 
and between three of us we held and 
loved h im th rough a night of agony 
and h u m a n weakness. 1 know this 
will pass, but it is a sharp reminder of 
the curse of disease and sin that will 
beset the pa thway of this little boy. 
His tears tear me apar t , and I rush to 
his aid. 
We marvel at his growth in nine 
months . He has developed f r o m a 
helpless and weak baby to a s trong 
infant taking staggering steps on his 
own. Teeth are pushing through his 
gums. His curiosity is encompassing 
as he looks with wonder and opens 
any d o o r s t ha t he can manage . 
(Granny's cupboards are marvelous 
places to explore and empty.) He 
seeks to climb and reach for any-
thing above him, and he loves the big 
outdoors . His trust and love is over-
whelming. And he is learning to fear 
f rom slight burns and bumps. And 
occasionally he is shy. We don' t 
know why. But it is a special privi-
lege to be a part of this new life. 
(Recently we heard of some grand-
parents who aren't permitted to be 
with their grandchild. That will likely 
hurt all involved. How sad that 
seems to me!) 
I a m learning f r o m this new life in 
our midst. I 'm learning to love again 
in a new way. It is a softening pro-
cess. I 'm learning to allow him and 
other members of our family to be 
themselves. I 'm learning to be more 
tender and more sensitive. As I 
reflect on it, perhaps 1 was growing 
harder since the children left home. 
So it is refreshing to experience the 
surprise and curiosity of our new 
grandson. I want that to be rekindled 
in my own life. And there is the antic-
ipat ion of new things. We all look 
forward to his first words, a l though 
our daughter has had a premonition 
that his ability to talk may not all be 
positive. But we do look forward to 
so many first things for him and for 
all of us. And that is good. 
It is likely that I'll "spoil" him as 
some call it. I go soft on his smiles 
and tears. He has the capacity to 
awaken my feelings of pity and 
compassion that somehow had be-
come at least somewhat hardened 
over the years. 
I saw the joy in my mother ' s eyes 
when she held her first great-grand-
child. (She is the only great-grand-
parent on our side of the family.) 
Maybe, just maybe, God has planned 
to bring children into our lives at 
special times to help us be the kind of 
creatures he wants us to be. Well, 
there will be more for the story, but 
these first nine months of being a 
grandfa ther have been a blessing 
f r o m God, and I share this joy with 
others as I learn to be a good 
grandfather . • 
Audie Gaddis suggests that success-
ful family raising is a bit like gardening. 
Seeds are planted, and it takes time and 
care to have healthy fruit at a later date. 
Also like gardening, there are tech-
niques that will help the crop. 
The key to this book is the Family 
Inventory Guide and Action Guide at 
the end of each chapter. These assorted 
self-tests and activities help the reader 
move beyond concepts to action. 
Written in a breezy, humorous style, 
the book suggests practical principles 
for healthy family life: from tips to 
newly-weds to suggestions on how to 
thrive with teens in the house. 
Audie Gaddis writes from his counsel-
ing experiences as a pastor in New York, 
Vermont, and Virginia. He and his wife 
Linda and family are planting a Brethren 
in Christ Church in Harrisonburg, Va. 
Paper, 144 pages. $6.95 
($8.35 Can.) 
Available from your Christian Light 
Bookstore, or order from Evangel Pub-
lishing House with our toll-free num-
ber (800) 822-5919 except Indiana or 
Canada. In Canada, please order from 
Evangel of Canada, P.O. Box 294, 




"We dedicated you to God when 
you were a baby and we meant it." 
Those words were spoken to me 
by my parents fo r the first t ime in 
May 1981. We had just learned that 
the breast cancer my mothe r had 
been bat t l ing for a year had metas-
tasized and I was agonizing over 
whether or not to cont inue with my 
plans to go to Bolivia with Menno-
nite Central Commit tee . I went to 
Bolivia and my mother died six 
weeks later. Al though it was a pain-
ful time, God ' s leading was clear and 
I haven't regretted that decision. 
Eight years later my father spoke 
the same words one hour before 
brain surgery. I was in the United 
States on a speaking tour when the 
message came tha t my fa ther was in 
the hospital with a brain tumor . 
After traveling all night, 1 arrived 
just before surgery. "I recognize your 
call f r o m G o d , " he told me. "We 
dedicated you to God when you 
were a baby to follow that call. Some 
people may think that because you're 
single you should change your plans 
to be with me if necessary, but 1 
don ' t feel tha t way." Tears blinded 
me as we embraced. 
Those were to be some of his last 
clearly spoken words. Five hours 
later the surgeon told us as gently as 
possible tha t the t u m o r was large, 
aggressive, and malignant. He gave 
no h o p e f o r recovery. A l t h o u g h 
menta l ly alert since surgery, my 
fa ther has lost the ability to speak. 
He has no use of his right hand and 
his right leg is weak. 
Why did my mother die of cancer? 
W h y does my fa ther have a brain 
t u m o r ? Is it because of sin as some 
people say? A well-meaning Chris-
t ian told the family that my mother 
would have been healed if she had 
had enough faith. Where is God 
when Christians suffer? 
As our family once more faces a 
Susan Classen has worked in El Salvador 
since 1984. She is from Springfield, Ohio, 
where she is a member of Northridge Chris-
tian Fellowship. 
painful battle with terminal illness, I 
find myself thinking of my Salvador-
an friends who deal daily with suffer-
ing and death. Pedro, an 80-year-old 
man in the village where I live in El 
Salvador, has been a particularly 
striking teacher. I never really knew 
him until I observed him during a 
confronta t ion between the villagers 
and government soldiers in March. 
About 150 people had gathered out-
side my house demanding the release 
of a villager whom soldiers had 
unjustly arrested several hours ear-
lier. Violence was seething beneath 
the surface, rumbling convulsively, 
and erupt ing briefly f r o m time to 
time. The people were angry and 
scared, but determined to stand firm. 
The soldiers seemed to be gloating, 
hungry at the prospect of blood. 
They egged the people on, hoping to 
force them to lose control so that 
bloodshed would be justified. 
Pedro stood out in the crowd. 
Even the soldiers noted that he 
didn' t cower f rom their threats and 
insults but looked them calmly in the 
eye. He was not angry or scared but 
simply determined to hold his ground. 
The stand-off ended when the pris-
oner's wife stepped forward to de-
mand her right to speak to the offi-
cials in charge. The soldiers saw their 
oppor tuni ty and began swinging 
their clubs. Other soldiers came run-
ning up f r o m behind firing round 
af ter round of shots above the peo-
ple's heads. After the shots died 
down, Pedro was the first to take his 
place again and the villagers gathered 
a round him. But by that time it was 
almost dark and when the officer 
threatened to shoot anyone on the 
streets after 15 minutes, the crowd 
dispersed. 
The prisoner was released the next 
morning and I decided that I wanted 
to get to know Pedro. I went to his 
house and asked him how he felt 
during the confrontat ion. "I wasn't 
scared," he said "because I'm willing 
to die." Then he told me abou t fou r 
experiences when he almost died but 
his strong will to live pulled him 
through. 
T o be willing to die as we fight to 
live is the key to victorious living or 
dying. For my father it means accept-
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still dedicating his energy toward 
f ighting for his life. Fighting to live 
wi thout being willing to die makes 
us deny the facts of a terminal illness 
or our own finiteness. We hang on to 
life, protect it, save it and so destroy 
the vitality that makes life worth liv-
ing. On the other extreme are those 
who are willing to die but don ' t fight 
to live. They fatalistically resign them-
selves to whatever happens and so 
lose their lives long before they die. 
In talking abou t suffering Pedro 
said, "Fo r those who trust in God, 
no ground is bar ren ." A piece of 
myself died the momen t the doctor 
said the t u m o r was malignant and 
they didn' t get it all. Is that piece of 
myself lost forever? Or will it be like 
a kernel of wheat that falls to the 
ground and dies thereby producing 
many seeds? ( J o h n 12:24). Will it fall 
on the path to be eaten by birds, on 
rocks, amidst thorns? Or will it fall 
on fertile g round allowing God to 
pe r fo rm the miracle of t ransforming 
death to life? 
If Pedro 's words are t rue then 
even suffering is not barren ground 
because God t ransforms suffering 
into perseverance, character , and 
hope ( R o m a n s 5:3-4). Something 
good like hope cannot come out of 
anyth ing as evil as suffering unless 
God is alive and t ransforming into 
m a t u r i t y a n d s t rength wha t was 
meant to destroy us. 
Pedro is not angry at God for the 
suffering he has experienced. "God 
doesn't cause suffering," he explained 
to me. "God didn' t cause this war. 
Our suffering is because not every-
one realizes that we're all equal 
before God, members of one family. 
The big ones walk all over the little 
ones." Pedro recognizes that God 
created the world as an intercon-
nected network. What one person 
does affects another. Four of Ped-
ro's children died, not because God 
was punishing him or because it was 
God 's will, but because some of 
God's family have more than their 
share, leaving Pedro too little to 
adequately provide for his children. 
Some Christians assume that all 
illness and suffering are a result of 
personal sin. We reap what we sow. 
If we don't take care of our bodies 
we get sick. But we don' t just reap 
what we sow, we also reap what the 
people a round us sow. Innocent 
people are sometimes the victims of 
other people's sins. Because God 
created us as an interconnected body, 
the whole body suffers when one 
part doesn't funct ion properly. 
Suffering can also result f rom our 
inability to live interconnectedly with 
God's creation. "The earth is defiled 
by its people; they have disobeyed 
the laws, violated the statutes and 
b roken the everlasting covenant . 
Therefore a curse consumes the earth; 
cancer, and 
peasan ts 
by Susan Classen 
its people must bear their guilt" 
(Isaiah 24:5-6). Air pollution, toxic 
dumps , chemical wastes; our bodies 
are contaminated by our drive to 
dominate God's creation through 
power and technology. My great 
aunt and uncle bo th died of cancer 
which was traced back to a fly spray 
they used in their dairy barn when 
they were young. 
But living in an interconnected 
world does not just mean suffering 
f r o m our own and other people's 
sins. It also means enabling each 
other. My decision to go to Bolivia 
while my mother was dying was 
based on a discernment process in 
which our congregation prayed and 
fasted. Other family members and 
the church body enabled me to leave 
my mother by assuming responsibil-
ities that I otherwise would have 
had. My father is now enabling me 
to continue working in El Salvador 
because he is willing to let go of me 
and allow God to meet his needs 
through other supportive family and 
friends. And the many people sup-
port ing him enable him to let go with 
the confidence that they will stand 
by him. As I return to El Salvador I 
will leave a piece of myself behind 
and take a piece of my father and his 
suppor t ive c o m m u n i t y with me. 
[Classen was scheduled to return to 
El Salvador January 22.] 
I 'm reminded of T h o m a s Mer-
ton's words, "As long as we are on 
earth, the love that unites us will 
bring us suffering f r o m our very con-
tact with one another , because this 
love is the resetting of a Body of 
broken bones." Christ's body is being 
broken in violence, hate, individual-
ism, and inequality, but the bones 
are being reset as Christians recog-
nize ou r in te rconnec tedness a n d 
strive, by God's grace, to find whole-
ness. When the body of Christ car-
ries out its enabling funct ion, then 
life, not death, has the last word. 
Hope springs f r o m the pain of suf-
fering. New life sprouts f rom dead 
seeds. And death ends in victory, not 
defeat. • 




by Melodie Shumaker and 
Lindy Rodgers 
LisaBeth was so excited! Jesus was 
coming to her house to stay for a week. 
Actually, it was an actor portraying 
Jesus, who would be living with the fam-
ily during our week of Vacation Bible 
School. But this was an indication of the 
enthusiasm all our children had about 
our VBS theme—"Actors with Jesus." 
Research shows that learning occurs 
more completely when there is total 
involvement. Our church tries to pro-
vide such opportunities for our children 
through our Vacation Bible Schools and 
other programs. Our 1987 VBS took 
our children on a tour of a marketplace 
in the time of Jesus. This time we had the 
chance of actually "being with" Jesus. 
The Maranatha Players, under the 
direction of Dan Neidermyer, provided 
for the active involvement of all the 
children and staff in the life of Jesus. 
Maranatha Productions, Inc., is a na-
tionally known traveling drama team 
which shares drama in churches, youth 
meetings, missionary conventions, con-
ferences, Christian schools, and colleges. 
Dan's style of "teaching" was to let the 
children get involved and get excited. 
The helpers were told by Dan, "Do not 
try to hold them back. I will be in con-
trol. Everyone is to have a good time 
while they are learning." And even the 
staff learned while they participated. 
Sunday night kicked off the week 
with a sneak preview of the week's activ-
ities. All the church family was invited 
and Dan involved the adults the way the 
children would be involved the rest of 
the week. The week's themes centered 
on the Sermon on the Mount, the Beati-
tudes, the miracles of Jesus, and Palm 
Sunday. The two Maranatha actors 
offered a continuously changing eve-
ning of music, Scripture, and drama in 
which the children became very much 
involved. They danced the Horah, got to 
sit on Jesus' lap, learned "stunt-men" 
techniques, used sign language, played 
games, and daily learned a word about 
Jesus that dealt with the events that sur-
rounded his life—miracle, leprosy, etc. 
The children had to memorize Matthew 
5:16 in order to receive a brightly printed 
cap. Throughout the week it was reward-
ing to look over a sea of yellow caps, 
even on our toddlers. Many evenings we 
went past our dismissal time because the 
children were having so much fun. It 
was not unusual to hear a child say, "I 
just can't wait till tomorrow night!" 
Friday night was the climax of the 
week in many ways. All the parents 
came and families sat together while the 
Maranatha Players and various adults 
from our congregation acted out the 
Last Supper, a vivid portrayal of the 
crucifixion and resurrection. Everyone 
was touched by the events and all were 
encouraged to make a commitment to 
really live their lives for Christ. 
LisaBeth was not the only one touched 
by Jesus. All our children got the chance 
to be with Jesus and thus experience 
Jesus in a tangible, unforgettable, and 
more lasting way. • 
Melodie was the chairperson and Lindy 
the secretary of the 1988 Vacation Bible 
School Committee at Elizabethtown Brethren 
in Christ Church. They both have been a 
part of many VBS experiences over the 
years. (Photos by Melodie Shumaker.) 
Jesus surrounded by his disciples. (Top) Dress rehearsal for the Friday night 
climax—Jesus being taken down from the cross. 
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Update on "Vision Planning" 
Personnel 
development 
"He, (Jesus) appointed twelve that 
they might be with him"(Mark 3:14). 
1 was not prepared for the punch line! 
In his wise churchman's style, the late 
Dr. C. N. Hostetter Jr. proclaimed, 
"Leaders are made, not born." 
As a 20-year old, this was the only 
sentence I can recall out of a dynamic 
message C. N. Hostetter preached as he 
called for the development of strong and 
mature leadership to serve the church. 
He affirmed charisma, the gifts God has 
given to his people. But the thrust of his 
burden was for the training and devel-
opment of people to be instruments of 
God's grace. Out of great wisdom and a 
life devoted to preparing young people 
for service. Dr. Hostetter knew that the 
development of people was of primary 
importance. 
The development of trained person-
nel is a significant factor if the Brethren 
in Christ Church is to fulfill its mission 
"to foster a fellowship of believers whose 
objective is to worship and obey the 
triune God, and to proclaim his gospel 
to all people." 
As Dr. Hostetter stated so clearly a 
generation ago, leadership development 
is absolutely essential to the growth and 
health of the church. This concern be-
came a fundamental reason the Board 
of Administration (BOA) developed pro-
posals to present to General Confer-
ence. After many hours of prayerful and 
careful consideration we became con-
vinced that this facet of our church life 
deserved immediate attention. 
Theologically, we believe leadership 
development is appropriate. One of the 
first things Jesus did was to train his 
leadership by choosing 12 to be with 
him. Paul discipled his Timothys. These 
men recognized the absolute necessity of 
training—preparing people to be effec-
by Harvey R. Sider 
tive leaders, teachers, and communica-
tors of the Christian faith. 
Practically, we believe leadership de-
velopment is essential. One of the pri-
mary objectives of "Renewal 2000— 
Vision Planning" is to provide time and 
resources to facilitate the training and 
development of servant leadership. To 
do this adequately, bishops will be re-
lieved of some of the present numerous 
administrative responsibilities. This will 
enable them to more effectively engage 
in both pastoral placement and the sub-
sequent care and training of pastoral 
leadership. A significant thrust of the 
bishops' new job description will be 
ongoing training and upgrading of skills, 
so important in a rapidly changing 
world. As pastoral leadership is re-
sourced through the ministry the bishop 
provides, we believe it will provide a 
powerful impact on the growth and 
development of strong, viable congrega-
tions. The wise deployment of our lead-
ership resources will enable us to coop-
erate with God in moving forward as a 
church. 
Vision planning recognizes two other 
important personnel issues. First, more 
attention will be focused on the devel-
opment of a viable voluntary service 
portfolio. As more and more people 
become available to serve the church on 
a voluntary basis, we want to be able to 
respond responsibly. This will involve a 
"bank" of opportunities, locally, region-
ally, and denominationally. And where 
the Brethren in Christ is not able to offer 
a place of ministry, we would assist by 
providing information about other op-
portunities such as MCC. The goal is to 
facilitate as many opportunities for ser-
vice for as many people as possible to 
serve Christ and the church in a mean-
ingful way. 
Secondly, bishops will continue to be 
the primary resource for the develop-
ment of the pastoral pool. However, as 
soon as a potential pastoral candidate 
comes into focus, the moderator, serv-
ing as the administrator of the Board for 
Ministry and Doctrine, will facilitate a 
uniform screening process. In coopera-
tion with the bishops and director of 
bishops, he will develop and maintain 
appropriate personnel resources for pas-
toral leadership. 
Last year George Brunk III wrote in 
The Seminarian, "A recurring cry from 
many quarters is a call for stronger lead-
ership at all levels of church life. It arises 
in part from the confusion, rapid change 
and seeming lack of direction in our 
society, but I submit that strong leader-
ship is a desirable virtue whatever the 
circumstances. My reading of biblical 
and church history leads me to observe 
that times of strength for the people of 
God are always times of strong leader-
ship among that people. 
A primary goal of "Renewal 2000— 
Vision Planning" is to strengthen, espe-
cially at the congregational level, the 
leadership of the Brethren in Christ 
Church. • 
A Board of Administration release, pre-




The Canadian Conference 
Board for Congregational Life is 
seeking an individual to serve as 
Director of Congregational Life 
to begin July 1,1990. This will be 
a half time position. The suc-
cessful applicant must have ex-
pertise/experience in the devel-
opment and growth of congrega-
tional life, administrativeabilities, 
good public relation skills, and 
be able to provide dynamic lead-
ership for the Board and its sub-
committees. 
Interested candidates should 
send their resume, with a cover 
letter stating qualifications and 
strengths, and references by 
March 31, 1990 to Cheryl Giles, 
Chairperson Canadian Confer-
ence BCL, #37-1580 Lancaster 
Drive, Oakville, ONT L6H 2Z5. 
Phone (416) 849-9952. 
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A crowd gathers for the Platinum 
Jubilee celebration 
The 
Seventy-five years after Henry and 
Katie Smith (with their co-worker 
Effie Rohrer) first entered Saharsa 
District in Nor th Bihar, a remarka-
bly responsible church under all-
Indian management (no resident mis-
sionaries for the past 15 years) cele-
brated the event in Banmankhi f r o m 
November 4-7, 1989. 
For over a year they prepared 
well. In session after session the 
Church Managing Commit tee con-
sidered knotty problems of place, 
provision, a n d p r o g r a m . Final ly 
Tapas K a r m a k a r offered to take re-
sponsibility fo r all physical arrange-
ments for the Jubilee, and Banmankhi 
Mission C o m p o u n d was selected. 
It proved an acceptable choice. 
Tapas's masterful handling of his job 
made all of us western guests marvel. 
We found him involving townspeo-
ple, neighbors, and friends. We slept 
on their wooden beds—while they 
slept on the f loor! People b rought in 
supplies. One gentleman came the 
day after the meetings to locate his 
f ront r o o m rug. We trust he found it. 
But Tapas didn ' t stand alone in 
excellence. The entire commit tee did 
a superb job , especially Rev. Moses 
Marandi, Chairman, and Rev. Samu-
el H e m b r o m , Executive Director for 
the Brethren in Christ Church. 
India being India, we missionaries 
who have lived there for decades 
ant icipated surprises, and we were 
not disappointed. Perhaps the sheer 
strength of our numbers topped the 
list! Twenty of us c rammed into 
three modest-sized rooms and the 
glassed-in f ront veranda of the mis-
sion bungalow Allen built in 1950. 
Bishop and Mrs. Harvey Sider, 
Roy and Dorothy Sider, and Charles 
and Kathryn Engle preceded the 
rest. Dr . and Mrs. Lowell M a n n 
with two friends, Mr . Walter Knight 
of the United Christ ian Church, and 
Mrs. Myra Stauffer of Lancaster, 
followed. Bill and Mary Hoke arrived 
f r o m Hong Kong, Joe and Marietta 
Smith and D a n a and Judy Crider 
f rom Landour , Mussoorie, and long-
time Mennoni te friends, Paul and 
Esther Kniss, f r o m Ranchi, Bihar. 
And , of course, Allen and 1 were 
there. 
For us, personally, Banmankhi 
meant coming home. We traveled 
f r o m Calcutta by train, passing part 
way through politically tense coun-
try with military escort. We dallied 
at stations, a constant reminder that 
once again we had entered areas 
where time holds small value. With a 
smile Allen remarked, "I admire 
myself f o r hav ing lived here 20 
years!" 
Indeed, 39 years earlier we had 
moved into a grass thatch house like 
our neighbors' , one mile south of 
Banmankhi Railway Station. For 
six years we lived a m o n g them, 
building the compound that we now 
revisited. Our walk on Wednesday 
night, November 1, over paved road 
(part way) in the company of two 
coolies who bore our luggage on 
their heads, shouted memories. One 
of the men said to me, "I remember 
you. I was a boy when your husband 
used to come to town. That 's why I 
offered to bring you to the Mission." 
I responded gratefully and thanked 
the Lord for placing this man exactly 
where we were in our hour of need. 
It wasn't late (only about nine-
thirty) but in Banmankhi , where 
electricity stays on all day and goes 
off at sundown, people retire early! 
By our small flashlight we picked the 
path carefully, skirting potholes the 
latter half of the journey. Finally 
arriving at the locked gate, Allen 
jumped over to awaken Paul An-
thony, resident with his family. He 
welcomed us warmly, then led us to 
the mission bungalow where we 
found three couples already in bed— 
the two Sider families and Charles 
and Kathryn Engle. But at Harvey's 
suggestion we quickly pulled settees 
and chairs together to make a bed 
for ourselves. And, yes, we slept 
well, for now we were home. 
All of us who returned af ter many 
years marveled at the beauty of the 
compound . Tall flowering bushes 
and trees abound . The monsoon left 
the countryside lush and green. Ban-
mankhi Mission looked its best. 
Charles Engle, a spry 93, sur-
prised us with his agility and keen 
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Brethren in Christ Church 
in India celebrates its 
Platinum Jubilee 
mind. The opening service of the 
Pla t inum Jubilee honored Charles 
and Kathryn, a fitt ing acknowledge-
ment of this remarkable missionary 
who has spanned seven decades of 
Brethren in Christ work in India. 
Prior to the Jubilee, Engles unveiled 
the plague that bears their name in 
the new Girls ' Hostel in Purnea. The 
last glimpse I had of Charles prior to 
his leaving for the station was watch-
ing him help tie luggage on top of the 
jeep! 
People started f looding in f r o m 
Friday onwards. Nobody anticipated 
what happened; pre-registration of 
600-700 proved completely wrong. 
By Fr iday evening an addi t ional 700 
. by Leoda Buckwalter 
Rev. Samuel Hembrom (left) and Rev. 
Moses Mirandi display a memento plaque 
commemorating the Platinum Jubilee 
March 1990 
were sleeping on the ground, blankets 
wrapped around them for warmth. 
But nobody grumbled. Tapas found 
himself responsible for 1,400 guests! 
Yet by morning he had additional 
canvas shelters and men were enlarg-
ing the tabernacle section (canvas 
roof, no sides). Instead of long feed-
ing lines, Tapas dispensed food f rom 
the general kitchen to five different 
"stations,"each representing a church 
district. Church leaders and volun-
teers (10 f rom each district) dispensed 
the food. Outside guests, including 
us f r o m the States and Canada , 
found a convenient table directly 
east of our f ront door. Food lines 
became shorter, and 1,670 guests 
were served with minimal difficulty. 
When the meetings opened for-
mally on Saturday, the volunteers 
carried regional banners in proces-
sion. Along with the official banner 
of the Brethren in Christ Church, 
they planted these outside the main 
meeting area until the end of the 
meetings on Tuesday noon. Pomp 
and ceremony may not have matched 
that of the Asian Games in Delhi, 
but for Banmankhi , a village of 
Nor th Bihar, it marked a highpoint 
in history. 
Rev. George Lucas, speaker for 
the Brethren in Christ-sponsored 
"Aap ke Liye" p rogram over Trans 
World Radio, served as main evan-
gelist, while the visiting missionary 
men all took turns giving messages. 
Bishop Sider spoke twice, once at 
the beginning, again at the end. Our 
honored guest. Rev. Charles Engle 
astounded us with his fluency in 
Hindi after not living in the country 
for 20 years. 
As Allen's wife, I found myself in 
a peculiar position. Although we 
had written ahead of his inability to 
give a message, the committee put 
him on. He spoke several minutes 
about our early years in Banmankhi , 
then asked me, his "Aaron ," to give 
the message. Most of us spoke in 
English, with Hindi interpretation, 
according to the desire of the com-
mittee. Although perhaps 1,300 of 
the total number a t tending spoke a 
language other than Hindi, most of 
them understood the trade language. 
Most certainly the unity in the midst 
of diversity was a testimony to many 
non-Christians who crowded around 
the tabernacle and listened to mes-
sages a n d mus ic over the loud 
speakers. 
Music played a t remendous part 
in the meetings, with a fine team 
f rom Far East Broadcasting Associ-
ates—India leading in the services. 
Other groups also supplied specials. 
We listened to Hindi, Bengali, even 
Uraon, but little Santali. However, 
af ter the crowds had departed and a 
group of perhaps 100 Santals stayed 
overnight before walking home to 
their villages on Wednesday morn-
ing, the joy of Christian fellowship 
erupted into hours of singing! This 
time it was totally in their heart lan-
guage! Somewhere between midnight 
and two o'clock their Christian fer-
vor rose higher and higher until they 
danced before the Lord. I wish I had 
seen it. I saw it happen at our first 
Institute when new believers came 
together to study the Scriptures. But 
I heard about this the next day f rom 
Moses Mirandi who said with a shin-
ing face, "We had a wonderful t ime!" 
And I knew heaven was pleased. 
Leoda Buckwalter, daughter of Henry and 
Katie Smith, lives with her husband Allen in 
Elizabethtown, Pa. The Buckwalters spent 
many years as missionaries in India, sum-
marized in Leoda's book. Silhouette. 
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The power of 
the gospel 
"I a m not ashamed of the gospel 
of Christ, because it is the power of 
God. . . " ( R o m a n s 1:16). 
It was M a y 15, 1973. A guerrilla 
war was taking place in the beautiful 
country of Rhodesia , particularly at 
the nor thern border, between Rho-
desia and Zambia . Most of us who 
lived near Bulawayo (quite far f r o m 
the border) did not yet feel the effects 
of that war, but on that day we were 
shocked to hear on the news that two 
young tourists—Canadian girls—had 
been shot and killed at Victoria Falls 
by Zambian soldiers. These girls had 
been climbing the rocks on the Rho-
desian side of the Zambezi gorge and 
were thought to be guerrillas by the 
Zambian soldiers on the other side 
of the gorge. Hence the tragic mis-
take in which the soldiers fired and 
killed two innocent tourists. 
The parents of the girls came to 
Zambia and received apologies f r o m 
President Kaunda himself. The bodies 
were never found , as they had fallen 
into the waters of the crocodile-
infested Zambezi River, but a me-
Mr. and Mrs. Drijber with Phyllis Engle. 
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morial stone was set up in the small 
town of Victoria Falls in Rhodesia. 
The war continued to escalate, 
and in 1977 our missionaries were 
asked by Rhodesian church leaders 
to leave the mission stations because 
life in the rural areas was no longer 
safe. Dur ing 1979, I was putt ing my 
roots down in Livingstone, Zambia , 
and all Brethren in Christ missionar-
ies had left Rhodesia by the end of 
that year. In Janua ry 1980, Phyllis 
Engle joined me at Livingstone, and 
we watched in great excitement in 
March 1980, as newly-independent 
Rhodesia became Zimbabwe, and 
the first vehicles moved across the 
re-opened bridge across the Z a m -
bezi River f r o m Z i m b a b w e into 
Zambia . 
The Lord opened up an area of 
ministry for Phyllis in teaching Good 
News Clubs, and training others as 
Good News Club teachers. As time 
passed, Phyllis received word of a 
gift of money being sent to her to 
help teach Zambian children about 
Jesus in the Good News Clubs. This 
gift came f rom a Mrs. Sytske Drijber 
in Rockwood, Ontar io , and as cor-
respondence passed between them, 
it was discovered that she was the 
mother of Mar j an Drijber, one of 
the girls killed by Zambian soldiers 
in 1973. Her letters gave no trace of 
bitterness concerning the tragic inci-
dent which had snuffed out the life 
of her only daughter . As a long-time 
teacher herself of Good News Clubs, 
there was only a sense of joy that she 
could contribute to help Zambian 
children learn about Jesus. 
The thought uppermost in my 
mind was, "What has kept this mother 
f r o m becoming bitter? Wouldn ' t she 
have good reason to let this tragedy 
color the rest of her life and hinder 




The memorial stone in Victoria Falls. 
fully donate money to people in the 
country where her daughter was 
unjustly killed?" But I knew that the 
answer remained in the power of the 
gospel to forgive, the power of the 
gospel to reach out to others, even to 
those at whose hands you have 
suffered. 
The time came in 1989 when Phyl-
lis and I said our good-byes to our 
friends and home in Livingstone and 
traveled back to our homes in the 
U.S.A. and Canada . In November 
1989, Phyllis and I spent a few days 
together in Canada , making some 
visits that were impor tan t to us. One 
thing that we wanted to do was to 
visit Mrs. Drijber. We did this on 
Nov. 10 and had a f t e rnoon tea with 
her and her husband at their home in 
Rockwood, Ontario. They visited 
cheerfully with us, showing us pic-
tures of their sons with their wives 
and families, with no complaints 
about the tragedy that had prevented 
their only daugher f r o m giving them 
a son-in-law and grandchildren. 
Mr. Drijber is retired now, but 
Mrs. Drijber still teaches her own 
Good News Club in the little town of 
Rockwood and is still actively inter-
ested in the missionary outreach of 
Child Evangelism Fellowship. 
Truly there is power in the gospel. 
May this power be evident in each of 
our lives. • 
Lois Jean Sider recently returned to Zam-
bia for her seventh term of service with 
Brethren in Christ World Missions. 
Evangelical Visitor 
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Signs of the kingdom 
Mennonite Central Committee 
1989 Annual Report 
Where, amidst the suffering in this world, are small, 
kingdom-building seeds being sown? In 1989 Mennonite 
Central Committee (MCC) workers in more than 50 
countries sowed seeds of peace, education, health care and 
friendship on your behalf. At the same time they saw signs 
of God's kingdom among the people they came to know. 
They saw neighbors gather to plant gardens and dig wells; 
they saw people with few resources share generously; they 
saw polarized people reconciled, community health 
promoters administer medicines and adults learn to read. 
These signs inspired MCC workers to walk with and learn 
from their world-wide neighbors, many of whom are poor, 
oppressed and powerless. 
This year in Burkina Faso, colleagues of MCCers affirmed 
the greatest strength of Mennonite and Brethren in Christ 
service through MCC: people, and the understanding that 
comes with presence. "You have become real Burkinabes," 
local people told MCCers. "You hear our language." 
In El Salvador, MCC workers were your eyes and ears as 
they witnessed the pain of war. MCCers there recall a 
popular Salvadoran song: "We are still singing. We are still 
pleading. We are still dreaming. We are still hoping." It 
was sung at the funeral of Cristina Gomez, teacher and 
member of an MCCer's host family, who was captured by 
armed men in civilian clothes, tortured and murdered April 
5, 1989. 
"The words were an encouragement to us," they write. 
"Our goal is to participate in local churches and 
communities and allow ourselves to be transformed. We 
see our efforts as an opportunity to live with and learn 
from Salvadorans as they work for the kingdom." 
In West Germany your support enabled an MCC worker 
to help plan the 40th anniversary celebration of Church 
and Peace, a European network of Christian congregations 
and communities. "The assembly included a wonderfully 
ecumenical service" she wrote, where Quakers, Lutherans, 
Baptists and Mennonites held a communion service 
together. "I left feeling like I had experienced a foretaste 
of the kingdom of God." 
We hope this summary of MCC work in 19 8 9 opens your 
eyes to the signs of God's kingdom around you and inspires 




I see signs of God's kingdom as I walk down the street 
between my unit house and my work in MCC's SELFHELP 
Crafts warehouse. I look carefully and see grass growing 
between the cracks of the sidewalk; they are small and 
seemingly insignificant, but they live courageously. 
I am reminded of India where hundreds of millions of 
people are trapped in the concrete of poverty, a life I really 
cannot understand. Then I think of the few hundred people 
in India that SELFHELP Crafts, through providing 
meaningful jobs, has helped to rise up just a little above 
this concrete, through a crack, like blades of grass. This 
reminds me of God's work in the world. 
• • » Russell Koop 
MCC Akron 
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Other job creation work 
Last summer, 17 Native 
Canadians and Kanadier 
Mennonites who had been 
receiving social assistance, 
received six months of work 
and job training in forest 
management through MCC 
Canada's Employment 
Concerns Program. • • • 
In Laos MCC worked with 
leprosy villages by developing 
village economies to help 
improve living conditions. In 
one village, residents cultivated 
cotton which they sold to 
purchase rice. • • • 
In Chad, MCC provided grants 
to a vocational training center 
for the hearing impaired. • • • 
In Bangladesh MCC helped 
provide jobs for more than 
6,000 people whose livelihoods 
were destroyed by a 1988 flood. 
Participants worked at raising 
the playing fields of 16 schools 
above flood level, constructing 
roads, clearing land for rice 
cultivation and building an 
embankment to protect 1,880 
acres from monsoon flooding. 
• • • 
Photo: 
Bill Palliser shows a carving he 
made at his home in Labrador. 
MCC is helping him and others 
to market crafts. 
Material Resources 
Everyone has 
something to offer 
Poverty has forced hard choices on families in Bolivia like 
the Pintos, who live on the outskirts of Santa Cruz. Alberto 
and Rosemary ride the bus to work each morning, leaving 
their four children behind, alone in their home, a hastily 
constructed 8-by 10-foot wooden lean-to. Rosemary has 
given responsibilities to each child, and Alberto has made 
plans to return home for lunch. 
I don't like to see them leave, knowing the loneliness of 
6-year-old Liseth, hearing the cries of the 6-month-old 
baby, and wondering about the safety of 4-year-old Carlos. 
I can tell that 9-year-old Reinaldo feels the weight of being 
responsible for them all. 
In the evening, Rosemary's face and tired walk show the 
wear of a day's work. More, her eyes reflect the strain of 
a mother whose family life is shattered. "I don't want to 
leave them," she says. "It should not be this way." 
The family hopes to purchase a lot one day and build their 
own house. The Pintos' present home was offered to them 
after they were unfairly forced off another. Alberto's 
income barely covers food and other essentials. Without 
Rosemary's job it would be almost impossible to buy a lot 
of land. 
So I was surprised one Sunday when I saw the Pintos 
preparing lunch for the entire church and some visiting 
evangelists. I remembered those scenes of their children 
alone, and the meager food they have on their own table. 
"Why are you doing this?" I asked. "You needn't, you 
know. Serving a meal just for the visitors would be more 
than enough!" Their simple response, "In this life, one must 
give." 
The Pintos' hope is to someday have a house, shelter from 
wind and rain. On the way toward that goal, they have 
made choices that seem to me, a neighbor from the North, 
altogether too costly. I consider the fragile family life which 
they place at risk. But they seem to understand the risk we 
take if we ignore opportunities to share, losing sight of love 
for others. They understand that everyone has the capacity 
to offer something. Therein lies the real hope for the life 
of the Pinto family. 
Sara King 
MCC Bolivia 
Sharing material resources • • • 
In 1989 MCCers in the Santa 
Rosa region of Bolivia worked 
closely with Heifer Project 
International to provide animals 
to local farmers. Five families 
received milk cows, 28 families 
received laying hens and nine 
families each received two 
sheep. • • • 
More than $65,000 worth of 
groceries were collected by 
church members last year and 
shared in Philadelphia, New 
York City and other East Coast 
cities through the MCC U.S. 
Grocery Sharing Project. Eight 
Beachy Amish, Brethren in 
Christ and Mennonite church 
conferences participated in the 
project, which has distributed 
35,539 bags of groceries since 
its beginning in 1982. • • • 
Following a cyclone in West 
Bengal, India, MCC shared 
medicines, milk powder, 
tarpaulins, clothes and water 




MCC donated wheat, chain 
saws and labor to CEPAD, a 
Christian Nicaraguan 
development organization, 
following an October 1988 
hurricane. By August, 151 
houses had been built by 
Mennonite Disaster Service 
(MDS) labor. Local chainsaw 
operators, using MCC-donated 
saws, cut wood for 537 more 
houses. • • • 
In northern Guatemala, MCC 
supported a feeding program 
for 125 displaced orphans and 
their widowed mothers. A local 
Methodist church runs the 
project. In January MCC-trained 
health promoters visited the 
project and helped a doctor 
treat 163 people; 80 percent of 
them suffered from malnutrition 
and parasites. MCC also helped 
Guatemalan widows by 
purchasing handcrafted items 
to sell in North America through 
its job creation program, 
SELFHELP Crafts. 
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"Recipients of material 
resources were pleased with 
the quality of goods they 
received from MCC and were 
thankful for the assistance," 
write MCCers in Ethiopia. 
Quilts, soap, sheets and towels 
were shared with two hospitals. 
In Sudan MCC distributed 
blankets, clothing, soap and 
school and sewing kits among 
people displaced by war. 
The year's annual MCC 
Christmas donation to 
Salvadoran refugees living in 
Honduras included 4,350 
school kits, 990 health kits and 
1,200 towels. In January MCC 
donated 800 sacks of wheat 
flour to the refugees' bakery 
project. • • • 
Photo: 
During the 1988-89 meat 
canning season, MCC 
constituents processed 246 
tons of meat that was 
distributed overseas and in the 
United States. 
Other agricultural work • • • 
Two MCCers supervised work 
at tree nurseries owned and 
operated by Faith and Farm, an 
agricultural extension program 
of the Church of Christ in 
Nigeria. 
Agricultural work 
Beit Sahour: Model of peace 
amidst violence 
Since the beginning of the Palestinian uprising against the 
Israeli military occupation, Beit Sahour, a city of 10,000 
located on the edge of Bethlehem, has modeled a nonviolent 
response. 
Residents have been able to use mostly Palestinian products 
by growing their own produce and raising chickens and 
rabbits. Residents of Beit Sahour have also organized 
neighborhood committes for the welfare of the community. 
And they have refused to pay taxes since they felt the money 
was used to fund the military occupation instead of 
community services. In fall 1989 the Israeli government 
responded by making the town a closed military zone and 
by placing it under nightly curfew. During the month-long 
seige the military, with Israeli tax officials, made daily tax 
raids on homes and businesses and confiscated without 
trial several million dollars worth of property. 
When the raids ended, the people of Beit Sahour 
immediately scheduled a prayer for peace, to be held in a 
local church Sunday morning, November 5. An invitation 
was sent to Muslim, Christian and Jewish religious leaders 
as well as representatives of the international community, 
members of the Knesset (the Israeli parliament) and 
Palestinians and Israelis from the peace movement. 
Although the town was put under military closure early 
Sunday morning, many guests bypassed roadblocks, 
walking through fields or on side roads. The service was 
held. The message from the people of Beit Sahour is that 
they wish to live together with Israelis in a just peace, two 
peoples in two free and secure states. 
In 19 8 9 MCC workers supported the people of Beit Sahour 
through agriculture, health and education projects. In other 
areas of the West Bank, MCC assisted with a reforestation 
project, helped build roads, assisted in vegetable seedling 
distribution, supported chicken projects and provided relief 
to farmers whose crops were damaged by frost. 
• • • Kent Stucky 
MCC West Bank 
Rice planting in Haiti where 
MCC promotes erosion control 
farming techniques. 
• • • 
In St. Elizabeth, Jamaica, 
participants in the Mennonite 
Ventures program learned 
about crop rotation, responsible 
use of pesticides and fertilizer 
and contour farming. 
• • • 
An agriculture group in El 
Salvador harvested their first 
peanut crop. "Peanuts seem to 
be self-promoting," write 
MCCers there. "Word about this 
new crop has spread through 
the community, and several 
people have asked us for 
planting seed. Peanuts improve 
the soil, improve nutrition and 
are a potential source of 
income." 
• • • 
In Laos, the first phase of an 
extensive gravity-fed, clean-
water system was begun with 
MCC and Quaker assistance. 
When complete, this system 
will provide clean water to more 
than 4,000 people in eight 
villages. 
Agricultural workers in Brazil 
accompanied cooperative 
members working on goat and 
bee-keeping projects, 
alternative agriculture and 
produce marketing. 
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Work for peace 
A joyous reunion 
"You must shine among them like stars lighting up the sky, 
as you offer them the message of life." Philippians 2:15-16 
A story of extreme brokenness unfolded when I talked with 
a man who called our Mennonite Conciliation Service 
(MCS) office for possible assistance in visiting his children. 
The man had not seen his 8-year-old son or 7-year-old 
daughter for almost three years. He had spent those years 
struggling with his failed marriage and his own alcoholism. 
He had been "hiding out" from his former family in an 
attempt to avoid court enforcement of child support 
obligations. 
I imagined the incredible barriers to reconciliation that 
stood between this man and his children. I agreed, however, 
to contact his former wife. Surprisingly, she said she felt a 
strong leading to work at father-child reunion despite her 
anger, frustration and fear about the turmoil she and the 
children had experienced. 
Efforts to set an initial meeting failed repeatedly, so after 
a few months, I closed the file. Almost a year later the 
mother called to ask if I would try one last time. The 
children were grieving for their father. This time the father 
agreed to meet his former wife at my office. While it was 
painful for them to face each other, they were also relieved 
to begin this new part of their journey. They agreed that 
the father would have a reunion with the children in my 
presence. 
The time came, a beautiful late summer evening. The 
children, in their Sunday best, laughed, played and talked 
excitedly with their father in the playground next to the 
MCC Akron office. The father had brought UNO cards 
and the children were proud to display their skills. The 
father is an artist—and so too, he discovered, is his 
daughter. 
As evening faded, I visited with the mother. Her emotions 
were strong and mixed, but she had prepared her children 
well. I asked her how she had been able to trust this difficult 
matter to mediation after such extensive breaches of trust 
and court actions. She looked at the MCC building and 
said: "When we were first married as teenagers, we found 
a little apartment in Chester County [Pa.] next door to a 
Mennonite family. I didn't know anything about 
Mennonites, but they befriended us. And over the years, 
this friendship continued, through all my upheavals, 
transitions and relocations and through theirs, as they've 
come and gone on church-related assignments. It's hard to 
explain. They're special people and that helped me to trust 
coming here for help." 
After that night, the parents agreed that the father would 
have limited, but regular visits with the children for six 
months on a trial basis. 
Other peace work 
• • • 
In 1989 the U.S.-based MCS led 
eight two-day mediation 
training seminars and 40 
shorter workshops. Staff also 
were involved in mediating 22 
cases and served as a resource 
to the MCS network which was 
involved in dozens of conflict 
resolution training seminars 
and mediation sessions across 
the country. MCS also helped 
plan and lead a conflict 
management seminar in 
Spanish. Thirty-six people from 
Hispanic Mennonite churches 
participated. 
• • • 
In West Germany an MCCer 
related to U.S. military 
personnel and their families, 
encouraging Christians in the 
military to rethink their vocation 
and views by taking another 
look at Christ's teaching on 
peace. 
In the Israeli-occupied West 
Bank, MCC workers cultivated 
relationships with both Israelis 
and Palestinians in attempts to 
understand and interpret the 
situation there and support 
those working toward peaceful 
and just solutions. 
• • • 
In September an MCCer co-led 
a five-day conciliation training 
seminar at Makerere University 
in Kampala, Uganda, together 
with author and professor 
Hizkias Assefa. More than 70 
people gathered to reflect on 
the implications of mediation 
for many aspects of Ugandan 
life, drawing on local knowledge 
and ways of handling conflict. 
• • • 
Together with local partners, 
MCC workers in Costa Rica 
provided family counseling and 
conflict resolution training 
workshops for Mennonites and 
other groups in the region. , 
• • • 
In South Africa, MCC supported 
groups working for peace and 
nonviolent change. "The ability | 
of people to live under much ' 
harassment and to retain their 
faith and their willingness to 
forgive makes us feel humble," 
write MCCers there. "The 
growth in understanding of 
nonviolence and the use of 
nonviolent means to work for 









Some people make us better for having met them. So it is 
with our friend Pok Oeurn, a small energetic nurse at an 
orphanage in Phnom Penh. She cares for the small babies 
and loves them as well. Many of the babies have been 
abandoned by mothers overwhelmed with the idea of 
another mouth to feed. 
Pok Oeurn works hard at home when she is not at the 
orphanage. She is often tired, though she says so cheerfully. 
Her fine-featured face easily breaks into a smile, which 
belies her life's experiences. She has had hardships beyond 
our imaginations. 
During the four brutal years of Pol Pot's Khmer Rouge in 
the late 1970s, one-sixth of Cambodia's population died. 
Pok Oeurn's husband was killed because he refused to fight 
for the Khmer Rouge. Alone, she cared for her family of 
five small children. Eighteen-hour work days and a diet of 
rice-water soup were the norm. Death by starvation, disease 
and killing was an ever present possibility. Oeurn fed her 
children tree leaves so they would not starve. She also raised 
chickens to feed them. But she had to prepare and cook 
them in secret to avoid being killed. 
Now the Khmer Rouge are threatening to return. The fear 
of our Khmer friends sometimes borders on panic. The 
genocide and atrocities committed during the Pol Pot years 
are well known worldwide. Still, it seems the world has 
not yet taken measures to prevent the Khmer Rouge from 
again taking power. 
When hope seems far away, the gentleness of Pok Oeurn 
is an example for us. Her work at the orphanage is more 
than a job for her. Oeurn shows the babies the affection 
and warmth they need. Despite these days of anxiety and 
danger, the future of these babies is still worth working for. 
God works through Pok Oeurn to build the kingdom, and 
we are trying to learn from her example. 
* * Jonathan and Ruth Keidel 
Clemens 
MCC Cambodia 
Health work • • • 
Tansen Hospital is one of only 
two hospitals in western Nepal 
that offers general anesthesia. 
An MCC physician is a surgeon 
at the hospital, where about 500 
outpatients are treated a day. 
Community health workers with 
the hospital examine and treat 
local people and talk with them 
about clean drinking water, 
sanitation, tuberculosis and 
leprosy control. 
Two MCC nurses worked in a 
Menouf, Egypt, hospital leading 
classes in basic nursing care 
and surgery. Your support also 
provided medical equipment for 
clinics in several areas. 
• • • 
An MCC nurse lived in Beirut, 
Lebanon, through six months of 
shelling this year, working at 
the American University 
Hospital, which urgently 
needed nurses. MCC also 
provided emergency medicines 
to clinics in all areas of Beirut 
and in the south of Lebanon. 
Your gifts to MCC made 
possible an MCC-sponsored 
medical team in Cambodia. The 
team included a French 
physician and a physician/ 
nurse-midwife couple from the 
United States. They supported 
a series of one-week midwifery 
courses for traditional birth 
attendents throughout the 13 
districts of Cambodia's Prey 
Veng province. The provincial 
health committee organized the 
courses; Khmer medical staff 
taught them. 
• • • 
An MCCer in Zaire worked with 
a physical rehabilitation 
program for people disabled by 
polio. 
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MCC-trained health promoters 
in Bolivia taught preventive 
health courses in rural village 
mothers' clubs and church 
youth groups. Lessons were 
also aired on a weekly women's 
radio program. In two barrios 
MCCers participated in a 
breakfast-feeding program 
where they charted children's 
growth. 
In Ouagadougou, Burkina Faso, 
an MCCer helped staff medical 
clinics for street children and 
juvenile prisoners. The worker 
also met with women's church 
groups and prisoners to talk 
about physical health and 
spiritual growth. 
In Chad MCCers helped a group 
of community women put 
together birthing kits which 
were sold at a church 
dispensary in order to promote 
cleaner, more sanitary birthing 
processes. 
In Vietnam MCC continued to 
support a project involving 
simple preventive dental 
practices and basic oral 
hygiene among elementary and 
secondary children. 
Work with women 
Xalimo 
Last year MCC provided small loans to members of a 
self-help group for refugee women in Somalia. The first 
loan of 20,000 shillings ($49 U.S.) went to Xalimo; she 
was selected to receive the money by others in the group. 
Xalimo came to the Suriya refugee camp 10 years ago from 
Ethiopia with her husband and five children. Two years 
later her husband died of malaria. Now she has eight 
children, 2 to 16 years old. Her ration card only provides 
enough food for five children, so Xalimo has to supplement 
her income. 
The MCC loan allowed her to do that. With the loan, 
Xalimo bought a sack of white flour which she sold. Using 
the profit she bought two more sacks of flour. Profit from 
the sale of those was used to buy wheat, grass mats and 
maize meal, all of which she sold in the refugee camp at a 
profit. Eventually, she began buying candy, wooden beds 
and other goods at villages outside the camp which she 
sold to camp residents. 
"Since I received this loan from MCC I got different ideas 
on how to survive and my life got better," says Xalimo. 
"My children and I thank MCC. The money was small, 
but we made it big." 
MCC was instrumental in 
developing a women's society 
in the Bedouin area of Mufrak, 
Jordan. To raise money for their 
activities, the society produced 
cheese made from sheeps' milk 
and operated the only bakery in 
the area. Profits went to 
women's projects that include a 
local sewing center and 
kindergarten. 
In Haiti 350 women attended a 
seminar planned by local 
women in the Bois de Laurence 
zone. The time included songs, 
discussions and skits reflecting 
women's struggles, rights and 
responsibilities. Five women's 
groups there also used fabric 
donated by North American 
Mennonite and Brethren in 
Christ churches to make 
patchwork comforters to use 
and sell. • • • 
Funding was provided for two 
Sudanese women to pursue 
Christian religious training in 
Kenya. The goal is to help 
address the tremendous 
shortage of Christian religious 
teachers in Sudanese schools. 
Other work with women 
Other education work 
Education 
25 years in Appalachia 
1989 marked the 25th year of MCC presence in Appalachia 
Work began in 1964 in the health field and expanded into 
housing, agriculture, social work, craft industries and 
education. Now 20 MCCers serve in four counties. Primary 
involvements are low-cost housing and adult education. 
MCCers in Kentucky have strengthened community 
organizations and helped people learn to read, counseled 
abused women, organized Bible studies and planned 
activities for neighborhood children and senior citizens. 
They have also benefited from their time in Kentucky. One 
MCC Kentucky worker Carol Loeppky writes: 
"We have received a glimpse of what it is like to apply 
for food stamps, to wait for heat assistance and to be 
unable to read. We have learned about giving, from local 
churches and individuals who are involved in the 
day-to-day struggles of their neighbors on fixed incomes. 
We have learned what it means to be faithful and we have 
come to love this place and its people." 
Your support enabled an MCCer 
in Northern Ireland to teach 
youth workers leadership skills 
and how to deal with young 
people who have had drug and 
alcohol problems. 
• • • 
In Zimbabwe MCC provided 
scholarships for two students 
to attend the Ekuphileni Bible 
Institute. • • • 
An MCC couple taught English 
at the Methodist College in 
Warsaw, Poland. Another 
MCCer in Poland began music 
studies at the University in 
Warsaw, while making contact 
with Baptists and other 
Christians in Lublin, Warsaw 
and beyond. 
• • • 
Two MCC workers in Hindman, 
Ky., were honored as 
outstanding adult education 
volunteers of the year by the 
Kentucky Department of 
Education. 
• • • 
In Botswana, an MCCer taught 
cooking and catering at the Girl 
Guides Youth Training Center, 
a school that trains primary 
school drop-outs to sew and 
cook so they can get jobs as 
seamstresses, waitresses and 
cooks. 
MCC Bangladesh distributed 
20,000 school kits donated by 
North American church 
members to about 250 schools 
and orphanages.Through 
MCC's Global Family Program 
281 children in Bangladesh 
received support in 1989. 
Supporters of the program 
provided funds for school fees, 
uniforms, books, supplies and 
medical assistance. Forty 
percent of the children came 
from tribal groups which are 
seriously disadvantaged and 
oppressed. 
• • • 
Seventeen MCC Egypt workers 
taught in church schools and in 
English as a second language 
programs. A literacy program 
with over 300 participants was 
sponsored by MCC in upper 
Egypt. 
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Work with homeless people 
Umsiedler 
Archangelsk? The name echoes around the small room in 
Unna-Massen, a West German reception center for recent 
arrivals from Eastern-bloc countries. In one of my daily 
visits to those of Mennonite background, I encountered a 
small, white-haired woman whose face bears the imprint 
of a trying life, especially the past 44 years in remote 
Archangelsk. With little prompting, she shares how God 
has been at work in her life. 
The church had been officially dead for 10 years. As a 
29-year-old mother of three children, she saw her husband 
disappear into the Stalin terror machine during World War 
II. Evacuated with the German front from the Ukraine in 
1943, she endured the hopeless disappointment of being 
returned to the Soviet Union at the war's end. Her elderly 
mother and six sisters, five of whom were also young 
widows with children, accompanied her. 
In fall 1945, they ended up near the Arctic Circle around 
Archangelsk. Trading her last treasures from home in 
nearby villages for food, she eked out an existence. Her 
youngest child and only daughter died as a result of 
malnutrition. She was buried beside her grandmother, aunt 
and sister who also perished. There was no church, no 
minister and few men. 
The people had no theological training; their only resources 
were a few Testaments and songbooks carefully protected 
through thousands of kilometers of travel and many 
searches. They met in homes to read the Bible and sing. 
When conditions eased in the late 1950s and early '60s, 
people moved to other parts of the Soviet Union in search 
of better living conditions. But she remained with her family 
and a few Mennonites in the place she had learned to call 
home. 
In 1972, at age 60, she was baptized by a minister from 
Latvia. The service took place in a frigid Arctic river, under 
the "midnight sun" to avoid difficulties with local 
authorities. Many times she, her sons and other participants 
in the infrequent gatherings around God's word were 
arrested and threatened. Their radios, books and precious 
cassette tapes were confiscated. Her main source of contact 
with a larger church was via shortwave radio. On a clear 
Sunday she would listen to as many as eight sermons. 
Today, 77 and healthy, she has arrived in West Germany. 
She will be able to freely participate in organized church 
services. Her eyes cloud with tears as she shares with me 
the miracle of God's work in her life. 
As a 40-year-old North American who has been surrounded 
by opportunities to worship and study God's word, I am 
humbled to meet someone whose faith has flourished under 
these conditions. We are thankful for the miracle of God's 
presence, which has led, comforted, strengthened and 
nurtured her. 
Other work with 
homeless people 
Two MCC couples worked at 
Phanat Nikhom refugee camp 
this year in Thailand. They 
provided cultural orientation 
and English language 
instruction to refugees 
accepted by Canada. They also 
did advocacy work for the 
refugees and provided a link 
between refugees needing 
sponsors and churches 
interested in sponsoring. 
• • • 
A container of clothing, 
layettes, health and school kits 
was given to the Malindza 
Reception Center in Swaziland 
where about 3,000 Mozambican 
refugees make their home. 
Individual refugees received 
financial help from MCC and an 
MCCer sat on a national refugee 
coordinating committee. 
At this Virginia relief sale and 34 
others in North America more 
than $4 million was raised for 
MCC. • • • 
MCC responded to damage 
caused by Hurricane Hugo in 
the United States and the 
Caribbean. More than 1,000 
Mennonite Disaster Service 
(MDS) workers cleaned up and 
repaired roofs in North and 
South Carolina. In the 
Caribbean, Mennonite and 
Brethren in Christ church 
members went to the Virgin 
Island of St. Croix and the 
French territory of Guadeloupe 
to assist local reconstruction 
efforts. In Puerto Rico, MCC, 
together with Mennonite Board 
of Missions, gave funds to a 
Christian evangelical relief 
agency. 
* James Schellenberg 
MCC West Germany 
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Joint MCC/Adventist 
earthquake rebuilding projects 
in Soviet Armenia were begun 
in 1989. Hundreds of thousands 
of people were left homeless 
and without access to medical 
care in the region following a 
December 1988 earthquake. 
MCC personnel from North 
America joined European and 
Soviet workers to build a 
children's rehabilitation center 
and seven village level health 
clinics. Total cost of the project 
was more than $1.3 million with 
MCC supplying $900,000. 
MCC financial 
Income 
U.S. constituency contributions 10,566,512 
Canada contributions* 3,182,636 
Other contributions 428,663 
Grants—Non-Governmental 1,561,928 
Grants—Governmental 3,504,865 
SELFHELP Crafts 4,780,604 
Other revenue 1,656,725 
Material aid in kind—U.S. 2 ,660,337 
Material aid in k ind—Canada 5,442,520 
Total income 33,784,790 
Disbursement 
Agriculture &C integrated 
development 3,567,353 
Emergency assistance 3,589,734 
Economic 8C technical assistance 4 ,934,601 
Education 1,908,102 
Health 1,363,000 
Social services 3,525,804 
Religious & peace 2,407,990 
Support services & 
constituency relations 2 ,314,820 
Material aid donated in kind 8,102,857 
Funds applied to long-term assets 903,021 
Total disbursements 32,617,282 
Excess of income over expenses 1,167,508 
MCC U.S. financial** 
Income 
Designated contributions 828,515 
General contributions allocated 2,185,000 
Gran t income 87,711 
U.S. Service Program stipends 680,156 
Refugee resettlement income 55,405 
M H S member contributions 170,710 
SWAP/DOOR 48,072 
Literature and seminar fees 81,567 
Other income 9,610 
Total income 4,146,746 
Disbursements 
M C C U.S. Service Program 1,069,236 
M C C U.S. Peace Section 360,040 
Mennonite Disaster Service 173,037 
Mennonite Health Services 329,747 
Urban Ministries 141,532 
Immigration and Refugee Program 152,150 
Criminal Justice 61,246 
Special Programs 128,143 
Material Aid 312,812 
West Coast M C C 188,133 
M C C Central States 209,212 
M C C Great Lakes 84,229 
M C C East Coast 47,298 
Executive Office 99,115 
Headquarters expense 383,178 
Funds applied to long-term assets 5,990 
Total disbursements 3,745,098 
Excess of income over expenses 401,648 
*in U.S. dollars 
**Does not include SELFHELP Crafts 









SELFHELP Crafts (20 months) 4 ,944,354 





Grants 5 ,088,330 
Interest 129,200 




Development education 109,742 
Disability concerns 45,602 
Employment concerns 121,539 
Kanadier concerns 298,925 
Material/food aid 6,547,648 
Mennonite Central Committee 7 ,787,577 
Mental health concerns 71,214 
Native concerns 164,161 
Peace and social concerns 78,782 
Refugee assistance 57,811 
SELFHELP Crafts (20 months) 3 ,856,030 
Victim offender ministries 82,819 
Voluntary service 1,035,137 
Women's concerns 56,590 
East/West concerns 105,237 
Other 309,321 
General administration 665,297 
Total disbursements 21,799,070 
Excess of income over expenses 1,295,382 
* * * All in Canadian dollars 
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Africa 40 14 14 14 17 11 33 143 
Botswana 5 3 4 3 15 
Burkina Faso 3 3 3 1 2 2 14 
Chad 2 1 3 2 8 
Ethiopia 2 2 4 
Ghana 2 2 
Kenya 2 1 1 3 7 
Lesotho 2 1 4 2 2 11 
Mozambique 1 1 2 
Nigeria 2 2 2 2 8 
South Africa 4 1 3 8 
Sudan 3 1 3 2 9 
Swaziland 3 1 1 2 7 
Tanzania 2 1 3 6 
Uganda 2 2 1 1 2 8 
Zaire 7 3 12 
Zambia 4 1 1 1 1 2 10 
Z imbabwe 2 2 
Youth Discovery Teams 10 10 
Asia 26 18 14 12 4 22 100 
Bangladesh 17 10 1 1 3 32 
Cambodia 1 2 1 3 7 
China 10 10 
Indonesia 6 1 5 12 
Japan 1 1 
Laos 2 2 
Nepal 4 1 3 8 
Philippines 1 1 1 9 2 14 
Taiwan 3 3 
Thailand 1 2 3 2 8 
Vietnam 1 2 3 
Europe 2 24 6 32 
Belgium 1 1 
East Germany 1 1 
Ireland 7 7 
Poland 2 1 3 
Portugal 2 2 
Switzerland 1 1 2 
West Germany 11 5 16 
Latin America/Caribbean 37 15 28 14 17 11 32 154 
Bolivia 12 3 6 5 3 2 9 40 
Brazil 5 3 3 1 3 4 2 21 
Costa Rica 2 2 
El Salvador 2 5 1 3 2 13 
Guatemala 3 1 3 1 2 10 
Hait i 11 6 1 5 23 
Honduras 1 1 5 7 
Jamaica 2 3 6 2 13 
Mexico 1 1 3 2 7 
Nicaragua 2 4 2 3 11 
Paraguay 2 2 4 
Youth Discovery Teams 3 3 
Middle East 4 17 1 8 30 
Egypt 3 17 1 1 22 
Jordan 4 4 
Lebanon 1 1 
West Bank 3 3 
North America 3 31 9 14 100 14 353 524 
Canada • volunteer 3 7 5 2 42 14 24 97 
• local VS 9 19 38 66 
• salaried 6 1 10 77 94 
•o ther 
U.S.A. -volunteer 8 4 9 26 68 115 
• local VS 1 1 11 13 
•salaried 2 2 135 139 
• other 
Total 106 78 59 75 171 40 454 983 
California 
Colorado 


























British Columbia 19 12 6 37 
Alberta 11 11 
Saskatchewan 8 5 13 
Mani toba 14 17 6 37 
Ontar io 22 27 49 
Quebec 2 3 5 
Maritimes 1 2 3 
Nfld. /Labrador 8 8 
Total flHHHHHHBI I B B — — 66 12 163 
Material resources in 1989 
M C C shipped 23 million pounds (10.4 million kilograms) of material 
resources to 32 countries in 1989. Of that, 22.5 million pounds (10.2 
million kilograms) were food resources, including beans, corn, flour, meat, 
milk, oil, rice and wheat. Other items shipped were: 
26,664 blankets, comforters and quilts 
3 ,671 layettes 
3 ,087 sheets 
4 ,119 towels 
6,361 health kits 
11,037 school kits 
3,878 sewing kits 
25,000 yards (22,860 meters) of fabric 
97,348 pounds (44,099 kilograms) of medical supplies 
115,119 pounds (52,115 kilograms) of soap 
140,358 pounds (63,582 kilograms) of clothing 
526,730 pounds (238,609 kilograms) of canned meat 
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Material aid projects 
A message from 
the executive secretary 
The kingdom is at hand 
MCC is in the business of sign-making. We believe that 
teaching a lesson well, cultivating a good crop, repairing a 
house, healing a body, caring for the helpless, befriending 
the refugee, planting a tree, digging a well, joining the 
struggle for peace, inviting people to faith, encouraging life 
in the Spirit, are all signs of the kingdom which demonstrate 
the "righteousness, peace and joy in the Holy Spirit" God 
intends for all creation. 
I have recently been impressed again by the story of Jesus' 
healing of the blind man as recorded in the Gospel of John 
(chapter 9). Observers wanted an explanation of why this 
person was blind and the nature of the healing process. 
Jesus responded noting that these are not the issues. Rather 
this healing was "that the works of God might be made 
manifest." 
Many times I am drawn to this account. The enormity of 
world need is obvious and our efforts appear so futile. It 
is humbling to recognize that the physical and social 
situation for most people is worse now at the beginning of 
the 1990s than at the beginning of the 1980s. The quality 
of life index is down for all continents save Australia. There 
is more hunger, more homelessness, more addiction, more 
needless deaths among children, not to mention 
environmental and urban disintegration. 
In this context the concept of "sign" as found in the gospels 
is important. When Jesus healed or preached, fed or invited 
belief, he usually did it through signs. People saw a glimpse 
of the divine and the divine will for human well-being. The 
divine strategy was not to change people or the situation 
through some spectacular demonstration of power or some 
arbitrary action. Rather, new life and change require 
working from the bottom up, reminding people of new 
opportunities through symbolical actions. These signs 
demonstrate that hunger is unnecessary; homelessness can 
be avoided; disease and sickness can be treated; salvation 
is for the present, not the future; peace and justice are 
historical possibilities. When we pray "thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven" we commit 
ourselves to sign-pointing deeds that announce that the 
kingdom is at hand. This report confirms, I believe, what 
a recent contributor wrote: "We feel MCC is doing the 
work of Jesus." May it always be so. 
• • • John A. Lapp 
Executive Secretary 
(April) Blankets and quilts: In 
1989 MCC sent more than 
26,000 blankets overseas and in 
the United States. So far MCC 
has requests for 40,000 
blankets to be sent in 1990. 
12,000 blankets have gone to 
Sudan for people displaced by 
civil war there. Bedding made of 
entirely new material that does 
not show stains and dirt easily 
is preferred. Suggested sizes 
are 60 to 72 inches (152 to 183 
centimeters) wide and 80 to 90 
inches (203 to 229 centimeters) 
long. However, all sizes are 
acceptable. • • • 
(May) School kits: This year 
MCC will send 2,000 school kits 
to Chile. MCC will also send 
school kits to Haiti, Sudan, 
Nicaragua and Jamaica. To 
prepare a school kit, place 
these items in a 10- by 16-inch 
(25- by 41-centimeter) 
drawstring bag: 4 unsharpened 
pencils, 1 plastic metric ruler 
(30 centimeters long), 4 spiral 
notebooks (a bit smaller than 
the cloth bag and about 75 
pages each), 1 package of 12 to 
16 crayons or colored pencils 
and 1 pencil eraser. 
Cash projects 
• • • 
(April) Kindergartens, West 
Bank: Many kindergartens in 
villages and refugee camps in 
the Israeli-occupied West Bank 
need basic facilities such as 
sinks, windows, fences and 
playground equipment. MCC 
assists kindergartens by 
providing funds for some of 
these things. $20 benefits one 
kindergarten child. $20,000 is 
total budget of this project. 
• • • 
(May) Aprons for Burkina wells, 
Burkina Faso: Many villages in 
Burkina Faso have hand-dug, 
cement-lined wells as their 
major water source. Women 
draw water from the wells with 
containers on long ropes; 
shepherds draw water for their 
sheep. These wells provide 
clean water if they have cement 
aprons around them to prevent 
water from spilling and making 
mud where people set 
containers. $7 buys a bag of 
cement. $30 buys cement for 
one well apron. 
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od at work in our world 
A hallelujah service 
Lucille Graybill—Nagoya, Japan 
We had a most wonderful 24th anni-
versary service in the Nukui Church in 
Tokyo. For us it was the culmination of 
a great miracle. 
Mr. and Mrs. Hasegawa were teachers 
in whose home we held cell-group meet-
ings back in the mid-1960s. Though we 
met every third Sunday for a long, long 
time, neither of them ever made a deci-
sion for Christ. Finally I told John that I 
didn't think they were really interested. 
Mr. Hasegawa continued to do well in 
teaching, becoming a principal before 
he finally retired. 
In 1988, he became ill with cancer and 
was in and out of the hospital for most 
of a year. During this time, Mrs. Hase-
gawa became depressed and wanted to 
die. But then suddenly she remembered 
about God and the things we had stud-
ied when we were in their home. At that 
point both of them decided to follow 
Jesus. Those conversions took 25 years! 
John had the privilege of baptizing 
them during the anniversary service. I 
wish you could have heard and seen Mr. 
Hasegawa give his testimony through 
his tears (very unusual for a Japanese 
man). The people in the audience— 
Christian and non-Christian—were also 
weeping. The singing was wonderful. It 
was a hallelujah service! God was there. 
God's program for 
growth and renewal 
Doreen Miller— 
Macha Hospital, Zambia 
In addition to hospital work and a full 
home life, we both participate in various 
church activities and Bible study groups. 
Myron leads a Monday night study of 
the spiritual disciplines and has helped 
at church a bit with preaching and Sun-
day school teaching. I lead a biweekly 
study of James for Christian Zambian 
and expatriate nurses. We both help 
with preaching and counseling at the 
hospital's Saturday night evangelism 
outreach. 
However, our own activities are only 
the tip of the iceberg of God's program 
for spiritual growth and renewal here at 
Macha. On the hospital compound 
alone, there is at least one Bible study/ 
prayer group meeting every night of the 
week. In addition, the Zambian Chris-
tians have a deliverance ministry and 
outreach teams going weekly to three 
local villages. Some are fasting one day 
each week, and there is a weekly "mini" 
prayer vigil (six hours) asking God for 
spiritual renewal in the whole Macha 
area. With such faith, commitment and 
prayer, it's no surprise that exciting 
things are happening here at Macha. 
The Word at work 
Mary Olive Lady—Sikalongo, Zambia 
1989 was my most active year for get-
ting out to villages and churches for 
workshops, TEE (Theological Educa-
tion by Extension), and literacy classes. 
Access to a dependable vehicle, a bicy-
cle, and a lightened load in other areas 
made this possible. 
Working with adults in literacy (using 
Bible-based materials) has been espe-
cially rewarding. One young mother 
who was learning rapidly brought her 
husband along when we got to lesson 10. 
As it turns out, she had been teaching 
him each lesson at home, so he was right 
in step with the rest of the class. Last 
week, 13 trainees from five different 
churches completed a course for literacy 
tutors. 
Independent churches with names such 
as Foundation Apostle Church of Zam-
bia in Jerusalem are springing up in our 
area, as they are in many parts of Africa. 
Their members are some of our best 
customers in buying books and are very 
active in the literacy classes. They can be 
seen walking to church in colorful robes— 
literacy books and Bibles in one hand 
and musical instruments in the other. 
With their blend of traditional and 
Christian beliefs and practices, we seek 
to make available resources and training 
that will influence them in developing a 
Bible-based doctrine. 
Our portable bookrack is expanding. 
The demand for Christian literature 
keeps us pushing toward our goals for 
printing books in Tonga. The latest 
request from the church is to have the 
basic books from a Bible correspon-
dence course translated into Tonga. 
Christian education and TEE enjoy a 
close relationship with the Bible Insti-
tute. We rejoice in a fresh vision of the 
Zambian Church for theological train-
ing. At the last meeting of Theological 
Administrative Committee, important 
questions were raised and long-range 
plans projected. The commitment to 
stand by our leadership and training 
programs with financial support is an 
integral part of this vision. 
God lifts a barrier 
Ruth Lehman—Caracas, Venezuela 
The Lord has given us many beautiful 
experiences since we have been here, 
and we praise him for each one. 
Since my knowledge and use of Span-
ish doesn't lend itself to in-depth dia-
logue, I feel very limited when I want to 
share inner feelings and thoughts. But 
one Thursday was different. While I 
waited (for a long time!) at the hair-
dressers, I talked to Midi, one of the 
employees. I seemed to be communicat-
ing clearly and understanding her, and 
so I shared my faith with her. When 1 
left, the owner gave me an invitation to 
come back and talk to Midi any time I 
wanted. It was only afterward that I 
realized what had happened: the lan-
guage barrier had been lifted for that 
particular occasion! This happened only 
once before, during a period of prayer 
with a San Juan lady. 
Another significant event in our lives 
took place a few weeks ago when we 
became members of the San Juan con-
gregation. It is an honor to be a part of 
this group of brothers and sisters who 
challenge us in so many ways. Eliza-
beth's Bible is tattered after only two 
years of study. How much wear has my 
Bible received in two years? Their voices 
and hands rise in unrestrained praise to 
God. Am I too reserved to really sing 
praises from my heart? I am learning 
from them. 
We are in a different building now, 
and there is much more room for expan-
sion. Once the partitions are up, there 
will not be the conflicts in sounds from 
the Sunday school, the sermon, and the 
street. But what beautiful sounds they 
are, since they represent the teaching of 
God's Word and the many young peo-
ple "out there" who need to be reached 
and taught. Will you pray especially for 
the young people in the San Juan con-
gregation? They are simply delightful 
and have much to offer the church and 
community. • 
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"Single Today" Conventions-
Enjoyment, Enrichment, Fulfillment 
Do you know what is happening 
across Canada and the U.S. in the lives 
of Brethren in Christ singles? Over 120 
singles were participants in "Single To-
day," the 2nd triennial denominational 
singles convention sponsored by the 
Board for Congregational Life. 
This convention was held in two loca-
tions: Fort Erie, Ontario, and Tami-
ment, Pa. Resource people included 
Warren H o f f m a n , Doro thy Gish, 
Martha Lockwood, Mary Jane Davis, 
Susan Gilmore, Joe Hyatt, Jon Stepp, 
Tim Rickel, Bill Dunn, Ken Letner, 
Sandi Hannigan, Bonnie Lewis, Beth 
Criger, Bob Leadley, and Bishop Harvey 
Sider. 
The program consisted of worship, 
music, recreation, interaction groups, 
plenty of good food, 12 different work-
shops, and a Saturday evening feature. 
In Fort Erie, a mime troupe (Elmira 
Mennonite Youth Group) shared "Light 
the Fire," a dramatic and musical 
presentation. At Tamiment, Lamar and 
Alice Dourte provided a delightful con-
cert with Jan Stauffer, pianist. 
The best evaluation always comes 
from those who attended. Here are just a 
few comments that speak for themselves. 
"After a year of post-divorce counsel-
ling, I came challenging you to prove to 
me that I could be 'single and whole.' As 
a result of the convention, I have dis-
covered healing for the past and a new 
sense of wholeness in Christ." 
"As a 'long-term Christian' I was 
reminded of my need to deepen my rela-
by Sandi Hannigan 
tionships in new and creative ways." 
"I have been enriched by this weekend. 
I am no longer 'divorced and broken' 
but 'single and whole.' " 
"Through the interaction groups, I 
realized my need to be involved in my 
local church where support, prayer, and 
sharing can occur." 
"As a result of the weekend, 1 feel OK 
about myself, my past, and my weak but 
growing relationship with Christ." 
"Now I'm ready to get on with my 
life!" 
"Thanks for your ministry. It was 
good to get to know other Brethren in 
Christ people from different parts of 
Canada and the U.S." 
"I look foward to attending future 
singles conventions sponsored by the 
denomination." 
Although "Single Today" is now his-
tory, the seeds that were planted con-
tinue to grow and bear fruit. For some, 
there is a realization that they are "single 
and whole." Others are writing letters 
and developing new friendships. Many 
have deepened their relationship to 
Christ . . . to be the best caretakers of 
the life that is their portion. As Warren 
Hoffman shared in his closing chal-
lenge, "Whether we find ourselves in 
rich valleys or the sparsest of deserts, 
our task is to make the most of our lives 
for Christ's sake." 
Sandi Hannigan is associate director in 
the Canadian Conference of the Board for 
Congregational Life. 
Nurses' stories sought for anniversary book 
As part of its 50th anniversary in 
1992, the Mennonite Nurses' Associa-
tion plans to publish a book of stories by 
and about nurses. The association is 
looking for stories which represent nurs-
ing past and present, from different 
parts of the world, and from churches 
which make up the MCC constituency 
(such as the Brethren in Christ). Nurses 
do not need to be a member of MN A to 
submit a story, which may be from one 
to ten pages in length. 
Service will be one of the underlying 
themes of the book, with a focus on 
nursing as an expression of one's Chris-
tian faith. Several questions may help to 
spark a story: What is the most caring 
act you have ever done? Who was your 
most unusual patient? What was the 
scariest thing to happen to you, and how 
did you cope? What are some of the 
funny things that have happened? Who 
was the patient that taught you the 
most, and what did you learn? When did 
you practice nursing the way you wanted 
to? What was the most difficult situation 
you have been in? 
Stories should be sent to Beth Weaver, 
111 West Lafayette, Goshen, IN 46526, 
no later than May 31, 1990. Please 
include your name, address, and tele-
phone number. 
World Conference 
program takes shape, 
registration over 4 ,000 
Program details are rapidly falling 
into place, while registration has climbed 
past the 4,000 figure, report planners of 
Mennonite World Conference Assem-
bly 12, entering the last six months 
before the largest-ever gathering of 
Mennonites and related groups world-
wide. 
The Assembly begins Tuesday eve-
ning, July 24, with a keynote address at 
the Winnipeg (Manitoba) Convention 
Centre by MWC President Ross T. 
Bender of Elkhart, Indiana. 
The Assembly concludes on Sunday, 
July 29, with an open-air mass commun-
ion service in the Winnipeg Stadium. 
The daily schedule for adults will 
begin at 9:00 a.m. with singing in the 
Convention Centre, which seats in excess 
of 7,000. The singing will be followed at 
9:30 by a 90-minute worship service 
featuring participants from various 
continents. 
Messages will focus on the daily sub-
themes of the Assembly theme, "Wit-
nessing to Christ in Today's World." 
These subthemes include "Christ, the 
Light of the World," "Living Christ as 
Community,""Following Christ as Dis-
ciples," "Proclaiming Christ as Wit-
nesses," and "Empowered by the Holy 
Spirit." 
During the mornings, youths age 15-
21 will meet for their own convention at 
the Winnipeg Arena. Junior high age 
students (13-14) will join the older youths 
in the mornings, then take part in 
recreation and service activities in the 
afternoons. Older youths will share in 
the regular conference program except 
for their separate morning sessions. A 
service project for Saturday afternoon is 
in the planning stage. 
After the large morning adult ser-
vices, participants will have three choices 
for follow-up activity: (1) Bible study 
groups in English, Spanish, French, and 
German; (2) Discussion groups related 
to the daily themes; and (3) Talk-back 
question and answer sessions with the 
main speaker of each morning. 
Since there is no single facility that 
will accommodate the entire Assembly 
group for mealtimes, contracts have 
been signed or are being negotiated for 
meal service at several nearby hotels. In 
addition, restaurant guides will be pro-
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vided to Assembly participants. Snack 
bars will also be set up in strategic 
locations. 
During the afternoons a wide variety 
of activities will occur simultaneously at 
locations throughout the city of Win-
nipeg. The programming will be based 
on the Life Centres concept—five focal 
points, each with its own emphasis: 
(1) Personal Wholeness; (2) Family 
Life; (3) Congregational Life; (4) Com-
munity/Neighborhood; and (5) Global 
Issues. 
Each Life Centre will feature semi-
nars, workshops, and displays related to 
the theme. Videos and slide sets will be 
shown, and the display areas will also 
include space for visiting, refreshments, 
and impromptu "street" performances 
by musicians or actors. Mennonite artists 
have been invited to submit works related 
to the themes for display in the Life 
Centres. 
Conference participants will be en-
couraged to choose one Life Centre each 
day as the focus for their afternoon 
activity. 
At the same time, various churches 
and schools in the Winnipeg area will be 
the settings for drama, music, and ora-
torio presentations. Films will be shown 
continuously in the Convention Centre 
Cinema. 
Because activities will be spread 
around the city of Winnipeg, an urban 
center of 600,000 population, confer-
ence planners are organizing an exten-
sive transportation system. Contracts 
are being arranged for charter bus ser-
vice to shuttle assembly-goers among 
the various venues, and, in addition, 
MWC participants will be able to ride 
regular Winnipeg buses free of charge 
simply by showing their assembly name 
tag. 
Several Park and Ride locations are 
being arranged so that assembly-goers 
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Winnipeg Convention Centre, site of 
adult plenary sessions during Assembly 
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with their own vehicles will not need to 
battle the city traffic. 
For those interested in more in-depth 
theological reflection, the MWC Faith 
and Life Committee is planning three 
afternoon activities each day—a "For-
um" designed as an open-mike discus-
sion of the Assembly theme; a "Round-
table" featuring an international panel 
that will help articulate trends and in-
sights; and a "Listening Posf'for receiv-
ing input from individuals. 
The Faith and Life Committee is 
planning to prepare an Assembly state-
ment, to be read at the closing service on 
Sunday. This would mark the first time 
an MWC Assembly has offered such a 
statement since 1972. 
The Winnipeg Arena, a hockey arena 
seating 16,000, will be the setting for the 
mass evening meetings, with all ages 
participating together. 
The 90-minute evening programs are 
designed as primarily inspirational in 
nature, with several music or drama 
groups scheduled to perform each night, 
and the main address limited to 15 
minutes. 
These sessions will begin at 8 each 
evening. Late-night music programs will 
follow, and special late-night youth 
activities will be organized at various 
locations. 
The Assembly will conclude with an 
outdoor Sunday morning worship ser-
vice in Winnipeg Stadium, a football 
stadium located adjacent to the Arena. 
Throughout the week, programming 
for children ages 3-12 will be offered at 
Calvary Temple from 8:45 a.m. to 4:30 
p.m. Activities will include Bible les-
sons, sports, arts and crafts, and a one-
day camp program. 
The conference offerings at evening 
sessions will be designated for churches 
in the two-thirds world, with a focus on 
leadership training, resource materials, 
exchanges, and outreach. 
The Sunday morning offering will be 
divided between conference expenses 
and future development of Mennonite 
World Conference, with a view to under-
writing some of the cost of a future 
Assembly in a two-thirds-world setting. 
Registration materials are available 
from the MWC offices. The addresses 
are 465 Gundersen Dr., Suite 200, Carol 
Stream, IL 60188, U.S.A., and 405-326 
Broadway, Winnipeg, MB R3C 0S5, 
Canada. • 
MYW Tours—travel 
with a purpose 
Mennonite Your Way Tours, a Penn-
sylvania-based tour organization, has 
announced a variety of tours for 1990. 
The tour program is an outgrowth of the 
Mennonite Your Way Travel Directory, 
a listing of 2000 host families across 
North America willing to host overnight 
guests in their homes. 
While Mennonite Your Way Tours 
welcomes all Christians to participate, 
the tours are specifically planned for 
Mennonite and Brethren Church partic-
ipants. Attractions of special interest to 
Brethren and Mennonites are included 
as well as visits to communities of large 
Mennonite/ Brethren concentrations. 
The significant difference between 
Mennonite Your Way Tours and most 
other bus tours is the opportunity to 
experience group fellowship and visit 
Christian communities along the tour 
route. "There is no better way to learn 
and build relationships with others of 
the faith-family than to hear their stories 
and eat at their tables," says Leon 
Stauffer, who along with his wife, Nancy, 
organize and escort the tours. In each 
community a local person serves as host 
and guide. "The high point of all our 
tours is the contact with the local peo-
ple," comments Nancy. 
Tours for 1990 include: Canadian 
Rockies/Vancouver (July-Aug.), Alaska 
(Aug.), Ozarks (October). In conjunc-
tion with the Mennonite World Confer-
ence this summer in Winnipeg, several 
tours are planned to the Canadian 
Rockies and Alaska. Numerous shorter 
tours are planned: Winchester (Va.), St. 
Michaels (Md.), Rochester (N.Y.), Fin-
ger Lakes (N.Y.), Christmas at Radio 
City (NYC). 
The Canadian Rockies and Alaska 
tours depart from Winnipeg, Manitoba. 
All other tours depart from southwest-
ern Pennsylvania. For persons who need 
to travel to the tour departure location, 
commercial travel arrangements can be 
provided and airport pick-up is available. 
For complete information and daily 
itineraries, contact MYW Tours, Box 






scheduled for July 
The third International Brethren in 
Christ Fellowship (IBICF) will convene 
on the campus of Niagara Ch ristian Col-
lege (NCC), Fort Erie, Ontario, on July 
18-22,1990. Delegates are expected from 
Brethren in Christ churches in Cuba, 
India, Japan, Malawi, Nicaragua, South 
Africa, the United Kingdom, Venezu-
ela, Zambia, Zimbabwe, and North 
America. 
IBICF convenes as a forum for our 
international Brethren in Christ church 
leaders to fellowship and reflect on our 
life together, blending the experiences 
within each culture and country to find 
consensus as we serve today's world. 
The first such conference was held at 
Messiah College in 1978, with the second 
following in France in 1984. Planned to 
coincide with the 1990 Mennonite World 
Conference in Winnipeg, this year's con-
ference at the NCC site is also conve-
nient for interaction with Ontario 
churches. 
Plenary session speakers are Grace 
Holland, Ronald J. Sider, and Enock 
Shamapani. Highlights include a tour of 
the Niagara Falls area, a communion 
service, Sunday morning visits to Ontar-
io churches, and a concluding mass rally 
of southern Ontario churches and inter-
national guests on Sunday evening, July 
22 at NCC. 
The IBICF Planning Committee is 
composed of Hem K. Paul, India; Nori 
Matsuura, Japan; Miguel Jara, Nicara-
gua; Donald Shafer, North America; 
Enock Shamapani, Zambia; Stephen 
Ndlovu, Zimbabwe; with Roy Sider, 
Secretary. 
Approximately 100 delegates and ob-
servers are expected to attend with some 
40 of these from overseas countries. 
Since only limited space is available for 
observers from Canada and the United 
States, those wishing to attend will be 
taken on a "first come, first served" 
basis. For further information contact: 
Brethren in Christ World Missions, 
2519 Stevensville Road, Stevensville, 
Ontario, Canada LOS ISO. Telephone 
(416) 871-7769. 
Conference on domestic 
violence, sexual abuse 
set for Upland, Calif. 
A conference on domestic violence 
and sexual abuse is scheduled for No-
vember 2 and 3, 1990. in Upland. Calif. 
The Upland Brethren in Christ Church 
will host the event. 
"Shedding light in darkness: A Men-
nonite and Brethren in Christ response 
to domestic violence and sexual abuse 
among us," is being planned by the 
Mennonite Central Committee (MCC) 
Domestic Violence Task Force, MCC's 
Committee on Women's Concerns, and 
West Coast MCC. 
Ruth Krall, associate professor of 
religion and psychology and director of 
peace studies at Goshen (Ind.) College, 
will be resource speaker. "I'll attempt to 
help participants, pastors and lay peo-
ple, address the difficult issues the church 
is facing internally," says Krall, who did 
a doctoral dissertation on women's heal-
ing after rape. 
Interest in planning the conference 
grew following a June 1989 MCC Wom-
en's Concerns Report issue on incest. 
Interest also grew as a result of two 
MCC resources: "The Purple Packet," 
on spouse abuse, and "Broken Bounda-
ries," on child sexual abuse. 
MCC U.S. Peace Section has endorsed 
the conference, and conference organiz-
ers are seeking endorsement from other 
groups. 
For more information or to register in 
the United States, contact MCC West 
Coast, 1010 G Street, Reedley, CA 
93654; phone (209) 638-6911. In Canada 
contact MCC Canada Domestic Vio-
lence Task Force, PO Box 1292, Winkler, 
MB R6W 4B3; phone (204) 325-7514. 
Allegheny Conference 
On the third Sunday night of each month, cou-
ples f rom the Air Hill congregation, Chambers-
burg, Pa., who have an anniversary that month are 
invited to celebrate at the parsonage. • On Jan. 13 
and 14. the choral group The Living Miracles 
debuted at the Antrim church, Chambersburg. 
Ken Letner spoke on Feb. 4. • The Big Valley 
congregation, Belleville, Pa., scheduled a concert 
of prayer on Feb. 2. Eunice Byler spoke Feb. 7 
about the Muslim world. • Lewis Heller, Scott 
Ritchey, and Ken Mackie were guest speakers in 
February for the Canoe Creek congregation, Hol-
lidaysburg, Pa. • Paul Hostetler spoke Jan. 14 on 
"People of God . . . Reaching Out Together" to 
the Carlisle, Pa., congregation. The senior highs 
were in retreat Jan. 26-28. 
On Jan. 24. the Cedar Grove congregation, Mif-
flintown. Pa., participated in a community wor-
ship service in which Pastor Allison spoke. The 
church received 13 members on Jan. 7. • Douglas 
and Vickie Kelchner were installed Jan. 21 as pas-
toral couple of the Chambersburg, Pa., congrega-
tion. • On Jan. 14, the Clear Creek congregation, 
Everett, Pa., viewed the film "A Man Called Nor-
man." Eight new members were received recently. 
• A representative of the Crisis Pregnancy Center 
spoke on Jan. 21 to the Colyer congregation. Cen-
tre Hall, Pa. • Members and friends of the Cum-
berland Valley congregation, Dillsburg, Pa., 
watched the Superbowl Jan. 28 on the church's 13 
by 18 foot screen. There were refreshments and 
games for families and non-football fans. 
The shepherds of the Fairview Ave. congrega-
tion, Waynesboro, Pa., had an in-service training 
evening and carry-in meal on Jan. 23 with speaker 
Wilbur Besecker. The Friendly Folks Sunday 
school class (30-39) had Trivial Pursuit night on 
Jan. 26. • On Jan. 21, the Five Forks congrega-
tion. Waynesboro, viewed the film "Cry from the 
Mountain."* On Jan. 14, the Abundant Life class 
of the Grantham, Pa., church concluded the Gary 
Smalley series "Hidden Keys to Loving Relation-
ships." Zorie Klinger, former cult member, spoke 
at the Jan. 16 women's salad supper. • On Jan. 13, 
Terry Brensinger spoke on behalf of the Board for 
Ministry and Doctrine to the Green Grove church, 
Newville, Pa. 
The Morley Family A Cappella Singers and 
Handbell Choir presented a program Feb. 18 for 
the Hollowell congregation. Waynesboro, Pa. • 
Martin Schrag, representing the Board for Minis-
try and Doctrine, spoke on Jan. 21 to the Iron 
Springs congregation, Fairfield, Pa. • Bob Wagner, 
director of the Christian Retreat Center, spoke on 
Feb. 4 to the Marsh Creek congregation, Howard, 
Pa. • The junior and senior high classes of the 
Martinsburg, Pa., church are collecting money for 
the building fund by recycling aluminum and 
glass. • On Jan. 14, the Mechanicsburg, Pa., 
church took a special offering for the MCC Meat 
Canning Project at Cloverbloom. • Paul Hostetler 
spoke on Jan. 28 to the Messiah Village congrega-
tion, Mechanicsburg, on behalf Of the Steward-
ship office. 
The Montgomery church, Mercersburg, Pa., 
quiz team tied for first place in the Jan. 20 Alle-
gheny Conference practice quiz. • The youth of 
the Morning Hour Chapel congregation. East Ber-
lin, Pa., attended a Messiah College basketball 
game on Jan. 27. A farewell dinner for Pastor Jim 
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and Gladys Esh was Jan. 21. • On Jan. 7, the Mt. 
Rock congregation. Shippensburg. Pa., viewed 
the film "Fatal Addiction" about Ted Bundy. • 
Pastor Verno of the New Guilford congregation. 
Chambersburg. Pa., emphasized January as stew-
ardship month with a series of timely sermons. 
The church hosted a New Testament Walk 
Through the Bible on Feb. 17. 
On Jan. 7, Wendell Landis reported to the Red-
land Valley congregation, York Haven. Pa., on his 
summer ministry in Mexico. The York Christian 
School choir sang on Jan. 14 .«OnJan . 14, Pastor 
Gilbert preached to the Van Lear congregation, 
Williamsport, Md„ on "Is the Day of Rest Like 
the Rest?" • Arthur Climenhaga spoke at the Jan. 
20 men's fellowship breakfast of the Wesley 
church, Mt. Holly Springs. Pa. The church has a 
piano purchased in memory of Carole Dohner 
Grumbine. 
Atlantic Conference 
Henry Ginder shared in the Jan. 24 evening 
service of the Community Bible congregation, 
Sarasota. Fla. The Dixie Melody Boys sang on 
Feb. 4. • A post-Christmas musical drama, "The 
Little Christmas Lamb" was performed Jan. 7 at 
the Conoy church, Elizabethtown, Pa., by a visit-
ing Brethren Church. The Conoy church hosted 
the Feb. 18 BCL Congregational Life Festival. • 
Deborah Noble, awaiting departure for Colom-
bia. spoke the missions challenge on Jan. 7 to the 
Cross Roads congregation. Mount Joy, Pa. Jay 
Garber shared pictures f rom Russia on Jan. 14. • 
The Stephen Ministry of the Fairland church, 
Cleona, Pa., has a new office in the church auxil-
iary building. The group also is offering to callers a 
brief taped inspirational message over the phone. 
Average attendance at the 1989 fourth quarter 
services of the Fellowship Chapel congregation, 
Bronx, N.Y., was 99. Spanish services are held on 
Thursday nights. On Jan. 20, the youth under the 
direction of Jim Zook ministered to the homeless 
at Grand Central Station. • In January, the Free 
Grace church, Millersburg, Pa., gave a $500 love 
offering to a neighboring church which had a 
costly oil spill. • The Hershey, Pa., church held its 
first worship service in its new facility on Dec. 17. 
A note burning celebration for completion of land 
payments was Feb. 1 1 * Vernon Rainwater of 
Youth for Christ brought the Jan. 14 morning 
message to the Holden Park congregation, Or-
lando, Fla. 
The Hummelstown, Pa., church planned a 
sweetheart dessert night for the evening of Feb. 11 
which included fun and fellowship. • On Nov. 19, 
the Lancaster, Pa., church had a mortgage burn-
ing ceremony for its 1980 addition. An all-church 
Chinese New Year's party with speaker David 
Chow was Jan. 27. • The Manor church, Mount-
ville, Pa., planned an all-church roller skating 
party for Jan. 15. On Jan. 3. Lynn Roth, program 
director for East Coast MCC, and his wife Kath-
leen spoke about their time in Botswana. • On Jan. 
21, Phyllis Engle gave a presentation to the Mas-
tersonville church, Manheim, Pa., on her work at 
David Livingstone Teacher Training College in 
Zambia. 
The Morley Family shared music and ministry 
with the Mt. Pleasant congregation. Mount Joy, 
Pa., on Jan. 14. • The women's Bible study and 
prayer and praise group of the Millersville, Pa., 
church resumed its meetings on Jan. 8. Purchasing 
property was on the Jan. 28 council agenda. • In 
February, the New Covenant congregation, Quak-
erstown, Pa., began meeting for services at Quaker-
town Christian School. The schedule includes 9:30 
coffee and donut fellowship and 10:00 worship. 
Fannie Longenecker, missionary to Africa, 
spoke on Jan. 14 to the Palmyra, Pa., congrega-
tion. Dan Houck preached on Feb. 4. • The 
Pequea congregation. Lancaster, Pa., is planning 
six special events culminating in October 1990 to 
celebrate its centennial. The first is Henry Ginder, 
speaking on Feb. 11. • The young adults of the 
Refton, Pa., congregation had a "winter advance" 
Jan. 19-21 with speaker Jay Barnes. • "Skate-
boards and Bellbottoms" was the theme of the 
Jan. 14 youth meeting at the Skyline View church, 
Harrisburg. Pa. • The Celebration Singers were in 
concert Jan. 28 at the Summit View church. New 
Holland. Pa. 
Canadian Conference 
On Feb. 1, the Bertie church, Stevensville, Ont., 
hosted the annual dinner for the Christian Benefit 
Shops. Jean and Ernie Giles were speakers. • On 
the afternoon of Jan. 28, 77 members of the De-
lisle, Sask., congregation met for indoor and out-
door recreation at the home of one of the partici-
pants. Singing and food made the cold day 
complete. The church is planning to compile a 
photo directory. • On Jan. 10, the Falls View 
church, Niagara Falls, Ont., began the video series 
"By Hook or By Crook" by Jill Briscoe. Harvey 
Sider spoke Jan. 21. • Kevin Taylor of Mattawa 
assumed the pastorate of the Ridgemount congre-
gation, Hamilton, Ont., on Mar. 1. 
Robert Leadley, Director of Stewardship for 
the Canadian Conference, was one of the leaders 
of "The Stewardship of Life" services Feb. 9-11 at 
the Sherkston, Ont., church. • On Jan. 17, Ruth 
Anderson was installed as co-pastor with her hus-
band Herb of the South Edmonton, Alb., church 
planting. The group meets at a local cinema house 
and attracts many people who have no church 
background. • The adult fellowship of the Spring-
vale congregation, Hagersville, Ont., met Jan. 27 
for an evening of the game progressive Crokinole. 
Mark Edwards of the Toronto Blue Jays spoke to 
the junior and senior youth and their dads on Feb. 
2. 
The Wainfleet, Ont., church hosted the area 
quiz meet on Jan. 14. The seniors of the congrega-
tion had lunch out together after the Jan. 21 wor-
ship service. • Michael Hannigan has been invited 
to serve as full-time assistant pastor of the West-
heights congregation, Kitchener, Ont. The Charles 
Colson film "Loving God" was slated for viewing 
on Jan. 14. 
Central Conference 
Bishop Alderfer was present at the annual 
council meeting Jan. 27 of the Amherst congrega-
tion, Massillon, Ohio. • The Board for Ministry 
and Doctrine met Jan. 4-6 at the Ashland, Ohio, 
church. Roy Sider culminated a Jan. 14-24 mis-
sions conference which also hosted Phil and 
Doreen Byers, Bill and Mary Hoke, Rick and 
Sandy Wallace, and Don Zook. • Seven persons 
of the Bethel congregation, Merrill, Mich., com-
pleted reading through the Bible in 1989. Ten had 
perfect Sunday school attendance. • The secret 
sisters of the Christian Union congregation. Gar-
rett, lnd., were revealed at their party on Jan. 7. 
On Jan. 14, Rev. and Mrs. Atlee Hershberger 
shared about their African experience by word 
and picture with the Fairview congregation, Engle-
wood, Ohio. Spirit Sound of Messiah College 
gave a musical program on Jan. 28. • The High-
land congregation. West Milton, Ohio, enjoyed 
family skating on Jan. 13. Forty-five members 
attended the Jan. 26-27 Love Is a Decision 
seminar in Dayton. • Caryl Anderson was the 
guest for the Feb. 17 Ladies' Day Apart retreat of 
the Lakeview congregation, Goodrich, Mich. • On 
Jan. 27, the Doug McConnaughay family gave a 
concert of praise for answered prayer and healing 
at the Morrison, 111., church. 
Pastor Mailloux of the Nappanee, lnd., con-
gregation recently led a four-week series of Wed-
nesday night studies on the New Age movement. 
The Bridgebuilders evangelism team (based on 
Warren Hoffman's Secret of the Harvest) is pre-
senting four or five monthly challenges to care to 
the congregation. • On Jan. 27-28, Phil Keefer 
talked to the Pleasant Hill, Ohio, congregation 
about Christian finances. • The Sippo Valley con-
gregation, Massillon, Ohio, planned a progressive 
dinner for Jan. 27. • On Jan. 20-21, James Mock 
presented a financial management seminar to the 
Union Grove congregation. New Paris, lnd. 
Tom Matlock (center), designer and builder, is 
introduced by Pastor Hempy to Bishop Wenger 
(right) while Associate Pastor Gordon Engle (left) 
watches. 
It was only a shovel full of dirt, but this small act 
signaled a momentous occasion for the Alta 
Loma, Calif., Brethren in Christ Church. The Dec. 
10 groundbreaking for the project began construc-
tion on the SI.3 million dollar Worship Center 
which will have seating for 550 persons as well as 
pastoral offices and support service areas. It will be 
sited on the existing grounds and replace an old 
house that has been used for office space since 
1980. The design of the new complex is an 
octagon-shaped exterior, with offices surrounding 
the sanctuary. The congregation, in 18 months, 
has raised $365,000 in cash toward the $500,000 
they wish to have in hand by the anticipated end of 
construction in the fall of 1990. 
Alta Loma Brethren in Christ Church has 
moved from several couples who left the Upland 
congregation in 1976 to start an outreach church 
to an average attendance of 350 in two morning 
services. The congregation has met in its multi-
purpose hall since 1980. The Little People Pre-
school, a community ministry, started in March of 
that year. A Sunday school building was added in 
1986. 
Alta Loma groundbreaking 
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Midwest Conference 
On Jan. 7, Lowell Hoover reported to the Abi-
lene, Ks., congregation on his recent trip to Vene-
zuela. • Memo and Delia Zamora were installed 
recently as pastoral couple of the Palm Valley 
congregation, Pharr , Tx. • On Jan. 28. the Rose-
bank congregation, Hope, Ks., sawa video tape of 
Jim Dobson's interview with Ted Bundy. • On 
Jan. 21, Bishop Ginder visited the Zion congrega-
tion, Abilene, Ks., for a deacon installation and 
carry-in meal. Jan. 28 was family fun and games 
night. 
Pacific Conference 
The Moreno Community church, Moreno Val-
ley, Calif., accepted several new members on Dec. 
31 .* Discovery Class was offered beginning Jan. 
14 at the Ontario, Calif., church on the basic teach-
ings of the church and the fundamentals of Chris-
tian life. The music group Intermission from 
Azusa Pacific University sang in the Jan. 21 morn-
ing service. • Pastor Floyd and Beth Speck 
recently marked their 10th year of service at the 
Waukena, Calif., church. • Frank Haskins of the 
Friends Church is interim pastor for the Pacific 
Mm R . t * 
Highway congregation, Salem, Ore. The film "Cry 
from the Mountain" was shown Jan. 21. 
A hearty thanks to the correspondents who are 
taking the time each month to open your bulletins, 
put them in order of date (most recent dale on the 
bottom), staple them in the upper right corner 
and mail them so they arrive by the first day of the 
month. You are saving us time and money. 
For the Record 
Births 
Bittinger: Brian Paul, Dec. 26, 1989; Paul and 
Sherry (Louk) Bittinger, Chambersburg congre-
gation. Pa. 
Blouch: Allison Nicole, Jan. 15; Cory and 
Karen Blouch, Skyline View congregation, Pa. 
Booker: Karen Ruth, Dec. 15, 1989; Craig and 
Diane (Carver) Booker, Wainfleet congregation, 
Ont. 
Bowman: Brittany Marie, Jan. 19; Samson 
and Jenny (Mikesell) Bowman, Highland congre-
gation, Ohio. 
Campbell: Karl James, Oct. 20, 1989; Paul and 
Tammara Campbell, Refton congregation. Pa. 
Cassel: Kaitlin Renee, Dec. 21, 1989; Michael 
and Lori (Althouse) Cassel, New Covenant con-
gregation, Pa. 
Charles: Jeremiah Lee, Jan. 10; Thomas and 
Connie (Hurst) Charles, Manor congregation. Pa. 
Cuthbertson: Stuart Michael, Dec. 5. 1989; 
Doug and Bonnie Cuthbertson, Massey Place 
congregation, Sask. 
Egolf: Tiffany Renee, Dec. 31,1989; Terry and 
Kathy(Besecker) Egolf, Five Forks congregation. 
Pa. 
Fischer: Kyle Lawrence, Nov. 7, 1989; Larry 
and Teresa Fischer, Union Grove congregation, 
Ind. 
Frey: Julie Marie, Jan 2; Ted and Dorothy 
(Leaman) Frey, Manor congregation. Pa. 
Funk: Amber Noel, Nov. 16, 1989; Scott and 
Celesta Funk. Refton congregation. Pa. 
Genery: Mat thew Wayne, Nov. 28, 1989; 
Wayne and Marilyn Genery, Cheapside congrega-
tion, Ont. 
Harshbarger: HaylieNicole, Jan. 22; Mikeand 
Colette (Warner) Harshbarger, Highland congre-
gation, Ohio. 
Heisey: Erica and Andrea, Jan. 23; Stuart and 
Doris Heisey, Choma, Zambia. 
Helmuth: Nicolas, Nov. 23, 1989; Larry and 
Karen Helmuth, Westheights congregation, Ont. 
Herr: Betsy Stuart, Jan. 2; Stuart and Cynthia 
(Galebach) Herr, Manor congregation. Pa. 
Hoover: Chad Phillip, Dec. 19, 1989; Randy 
and Sue Hoover, Cumberland Valley congrega-
tion, Pa. 
John: Andrew Augustus, Jan. 20; Mike and 
Ruth John, New Guilford congregation. Pa. 
Kaufman: Adam Richard, Jan. 18; Roger and 
Sandy (Wysong) Kaufman, Union Grove congre-
gation, Ind. 
Kennedy: Elaine Michelle, Dec. 27, 1989; Ben 
and Jeanne (Farmer) Kennedy, Antrim congrega-
tion, Pa. 
Klassen: Amy Marie, Jan. 8; John and Donna 
(Graham) Klassen. Houghton congregation, Ont. 
Musser: Jeremy, Nov. 6, 1989; Rodney and 
Cathy (Light) Musser, New Community congre-
gation, Calif. 
Niesley: Andrew David, Dec. 27, 1989; Ron 
and Delaine Niesley, Fairview congregation, Ohio. 
Peckman: Joel Elliott, Jan. 25; J. Emerson and 
Joyce (Lehman) Peckman, Chambersburg con-
gregation, Pa. 
Penner: Rachel Dawn, Nov. 7, 1989; Jon and 
Judith (Bundy) Penner, New Community congre-
gation, Calif. 
Reed: Natania Lee, Dec. 29, 1989; Jonathan 
and Annette (Rzepa) Reed, New Community 
congregation, Calif. 
Reid: Danielle Elizabeth, June 1. 1989; Doug 
and Judy (Lofthouse) Reid, Cheapside congrega-
tion, Ont. 
Ritchey: Heather Renee, Jan. 5; Roger and 
Pauline Ritchey, New Guilford congregation, Pa. 
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Robinson: Ashley Elaine. Jan. 18; Delon and 
Michelle (Keller) Robinson, New Guilford con-
gregation, Pa. 
Shellenberger: Isaac Stephen, Jan. 12; John 
and Rose (Renninger) Shellenberger, Cedar Grove 
congregation. Pa. 
Shultz: Nichole Lynn, Jan. 26; Allen and Sher-
rylynn Shultz, Refton congregation, Pa. 
Signor: Deborah Adella, Dec. 31,1989; Wayne 
and Gail (Forrest) Signor, Five Forks congrega-
tion, Pa. 
Smith: Alicia Lyndelle, Jan. 3; Dave and Mary 
(Rydock) Smith, Shenks congregation. Pa. 
Statler: Jordan Richard, Dec. 27, 1989; Ron 
and Kim (Eberly) Statler, Antrim congregation. 
Pa. 
Thomson: Charles Allen. Jan. 4; Ronald and 
Suzanne (Wolfe) Thomson. Antrim congregation 
Pa. 
Trout: Devon Mary Frances, Jan. 20; David 
and Lynette (Lefever) Trout, Pequea congrega-
tion, Pa. 
Williams: Eric Lee, Jan. 9; Robert and Mar-
garet Williams, Bertie congregation, Ont. 
Weddings 
Albert-Crider: Kelly Jo, daughter of Nancy 
Crider, Mechanicsburg, Pa., and Dennis Eugene, 
son of Richard and Linda Albert, Dillsburg, Pa., 
Jan. 13 at the Cumberland Valley Brethren in 
Christ Church with Rev. Ray Bert officiating. 
Booth-McCombs: Mabel McCombs and Wil-
liam Booth, Oct. 28, 1989, at the Cheapside 
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. J. Harold 
Sherk and Rev. Kevin Logie officiating. 
Buller-Sahady: Carol Sahady and David Buller, 
Jan. 20, at the Cross Roads Brethren in Christ 
Church, Mount Joy, Pa., with Rev. Wayne R. 
Kenney officiating. 
Fessler-Taylor: Angela Leigh, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Lowell Taylor, Waynesboro, Pa., and 
Stephen Lamar, son of Mrs. Gary Fessler, Dec. 
30,1989, at the Antrim Brethren in Christ Church 
with Rev. Wilbur Benner and Rev. Joe Baer 
officiating. 
Landis-Faust: Stacy Lynn, daughter of Arnold 
and Bonnie Faust, Frederick, Pa., and David 
Aron, son of Stanley and Joan Landis, Perkio-
menville, Pa., Dec. 16, 1989, at the Perkiomen 
Valley Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. 
Daniel Zagorski and Rev. James Shelly officiating. 
Moore-Pychel: Lori Ann, daughter of Steve 
and Anna Pychel, Niagara Falls, Ont., and Rodger, 
son of Ronald and Rina Moore, Niagara Falls, 
Dec. 2, 1989, at the Falls View Brethren in Christ 
Church with Rev. Dwayne Hullet officiating. 
Myers-Meyers: Marsha Ann, daughter of Mar-
vin and Martha Meyers, Mercersburg, Pa., and 
Darrin Lee, son of Jack and Pat Myers, Ship-
pensburg. Pa., Dec. 16, 1989, at the Montgomery 
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. Curtis Bry-
ant and Rev. Barton Starr officiating. 
Stouffer-Baer: Kelli Sue, daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Ronald Baer, Hagerstown, Md.,and Michael 
Lynn, son of Mr. and Mrs. Henry Stouffer, 
Greencastle, Pa., Dec. 9, 1989, at the Antrim 
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. Wilbur 
Benner officiating. 
Thrush-Thrush: Tondra, daughter of Irvin and 
Lynda Thrush, Shippensburg, Pa., and Lane, son 
of Donald and Bertha Thrush, Shippensburg, Pa.. 
Oct. 7, 1989, at the Mt. Rock Brethren in Christ 
Church with Rev. Lynn Thrush officiating. 
Wolgemuth-Ogden: Linda Marie, daughter of 
Neil and Loretta Ogden, Rocky Point, N.Y., and 
Eric John, son of John and Marilyn Wolgemuth, 
Lancaster, Pa., Nov. 25, 1989, at the Rock Hill 
Country Club. Long Island, N.Y., with Rev. 
Gretchen Van Utt officiating. 
Obituaries 
Albrecht: Christian E. Albrecht, born Aug. 18, 
1901, in Shakespeare, Ontario, died Jan. 28. 
Preceding him in death were his wife, Catherine 
(Lebold); and a son, Ray. Surviving are 4 sons, 
Dan, Ron, Harold, and Dale; 2 daughters, Delores 
Wingerand Ruth Potteiger; 23 grandchildren; and 
9 great-grandchildren. Christian served for many 
years as a deacon and Sunday school teacher at the 
Rosebank Church in Ontario. The funeral service 
was held at the church with Rev. Rick Silvestro 
and Rev. James Sider officiating. Interment was in 
the Rosebank Community Cemetery. 
Book: Lynn L. Book, born Mar. 5, 1956, in 
Abilene, Ks„ died Dec. 12, 1989. Preceding her in 
death was her father, Paul Book. Surviving are her 
mother, Rachel; and two brothers. Glenn and 
Kenneth. The funeral was held at the Zion 
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. Ron Bowell 
officiating. Interment was in the Abilene cemetery. 
Buhrman: Ruth Buhrman, 88, of Waynesboro, 
Pa., died Jan. 4. She was the daughter of the late 
Samuel A. and Jessie Rickard. Funeral services 
were held at the Fairview Avenue Brethren in 
Christ Church where she was a member, with Rev. 
Scott Miles officiating. Interment was in Green 
Hill Cemetery. 
Burmaster: Gordon Hugh Burmaster, born 
Feb. 2,1919, son of Robert and Rebecca Burmas-
ter, died Dec. 12, 1989. Preceding him in death 
were a sister, Isobel Parker; and a brother, Robert. 
Surviving are his wife, Christina; two sons, Gor-
don and Glen; and two daughters, Thelma Hub-
bard and Sharon Wallis. Gordon had been a sta-
tionary engineer for Domtar, and was associated 
with the Cross Roads Memorial congregation, 
Ont. The funeral was held at the Corbett Funeral 
Home with Rev. Harvey B. Stickley and Rev. Paul 
Storms officiating. Interment was in Killean 
Cemetery, Puslinch Township. 
Byer: Emma Mae (Lenhert) Byer, born June 
16,1899,in Hope, Kansas, died Jan. 14. Preceding 
her in death were her husband Ralph; and a 
daughter, Ardys Heise. Surviving are a son, Ken-
neth; 4 daughters , Mildred Charles, Harriet 
Rohrer, Eunice Johnson, and Ruth Eshleman; 22 
grandchildren; 20 great-grandchildren; and 2 
brothers, Samuel Lenhert and Earl Lenhert. Emma 
was a teacher and musician whocontributed to the 
life of the church in countless ways. The funeral 
service was held at the Upland, Calif., Brethren in 
Christ Church where she was a member, with Rev. 
W. Wingerand Rev. Alvin Burkholderofficiating. 
Interment was in Bellevue Mausoleum. 
Deardorff: Marie A. Deardorff, 65, died Dec. 
25, 1989. She was preceded in death by her hus-
band, William F. Deardorff. Surviving are a son, 
Rick D.; four brothers, Carl Andrews, Herbert 
Andrews, John Andrews, and Harold Andrews; 
four sisters, Ruth Musser, Martha Reider, Anna 
Ryan, and Mabel Urich; and two grandsons. 
Marie was a member of the Shenks congregation, 
Elizabethtown, Pa., and a resident of Messiah 
Village. Services were held at the Messiah Village 
Chapel. Interment was in Emanuel Cemetery, 
Fairview Twp. 
Frey: Frederick Frey, born Mar. 8,1899, son of 
Frederick B. and Alice Forry Frey, died Dec. 19, 
1989. He was preceded in death by two infant sons. 
Survivingare his wife, M. Myrtle (Ehrhart); a son, 
Frederick M.; a daughter, Jeanette Dourte; 6 
grandchildren; and 5 great-grandchildren. Freder-
ick was a poultryman and painter, and served as a 
Brethren in Christ pastor. He was a member of the 
Mastersonville congregation where the funeral 
service was held with Rev. Harold Bowers, Rev. 
Henry Hostetter, and Rev. J. Robert Lehman 
officiating. Interment was in Creswell Cemetery. 
Tribute 
Fred Frey was a devout and committed servant 
of the church. His days of pastoral leadership 
involved him in pastorates at Pequea, Manor, Mas-
tersonville, and an interim 
at Maytown. He also served 
as a member of the Messiah 
Children's Home board and 
gave five years of service at 
Messiah Village when it was 
located at Paxton Street. 
Brother Fred was a warm, 
tender pastor who knew his 
people and cared abou t 
them. Sacrifice and generosity were characteristics 
of our brother. After his years of pastoral ministry, 
he actively shared in congregational life. He was a 
friend of the pastor. 1 personally have warm 
memories of attending Pequea for several summers 
as a boy. I always felt like he was a friend. 
God has blessed Fred's family over many years. 
Today a beloved husband, father, and grandfather 
is with the Lord. May the awareness of this hope 
and the comfort of Scripture sustain you. 
John A. Byers, Bishop 
Atlantic Conference 
Frey: Mary A. Charles Frey, born Jan. 16, 
1899, daughter of Jacob and Emma Warfel 
Charles, died Jan. 21. Preceding her in death were 
her husband. Armor P. Frey; 2 daughters, Pauline 
Frey and Lillian Lehman; and a son, Jay V. Sur-
viving are 3 sons, Glenn C„ Emerson C., and 
Charles F.; a daughter, Eunice F. Steinbrecher; 25 
grandchildren; and 41 great-grandchildren. Mary 
was a former secretary and treasurer of Frey Dairy 
Farms. Inc., Conestoga, Pa. She was also a former 
elementary school teacher, and a Sunday school 
teacher at the Manor Brethren in Christ Church 
where she was a member. The funeral service was 
held at the church with Rev. John B. Hawbaker 
and Rev. Robert L. Sheetz officiating. Interment 
was in Creswell Cemetery. 
Gettel: Brenda D. Gettel, 32, died Nov. 29, 
1989. Surviving is her husband Fred. She was a 
member of the Mt. Rock congregation. Pa. The 
funeral service was held at the Fogelsanger Fu-
neral Home with Rev. J. Norman Mayer and Rev. 
John Schock officiating. Interment was in Cedar 
Lawn Memorial Park, Hagerstown, Md. 
Gibboney: Jesse LeRoy Gibboney, born Aug. 
30, 1891. in Tars Station, Pa., died Jan. 8. He was 
preceded in death by his wife Mabel Louise 
(Kessler). Surviving are two sons, Samuel and 
William; eight daughters, Lucy Ensminger, Dessie 
Anghony, Betty Holsinger, Ruby Asher, Wilma 
Asher, Clara Kritzberger, Rose Gerrion, and 
Mary Solanor; two brothers, Jerry and Elmer; and 
two sisters, Daisey Lemmonand Pearl Buck. Jesse 
was retired from Orr Felt and Blanket Co., Piqua, 
Ohio, and a member of the Pleasant Hill congre-
gation. The funeral was held at Pearsons Funeral 
Home. Covington, Ohio, with Rev. Tom Kershner 
March 1990 23 
officiating. Interment was in the Highland Church 
Cemetery, West M ilton. 
Haan: Ellis C. Haan of Bedford, Pa., born 
Aug. 5, 1906, died Jan. 7. He was preceded in 
death by two sons, Charles, and James. Surviving 
are five daughters. Elsie M. Haan, Leone Asper, 
Sarah Haan, Betty Henery, and Alvera Williams; 
and a daughter-in-law, Mary Haan. Funeral ser-
vices were conducted at the Clear Creek Brethren 
in Christ Church with Rev. Lome G. Lichty, Rev. 
Paul Weaver, and Rev. Curtis Bryant officiating. 
Hock: EberJ . Hock, born Feb. 25, 1904,sonof 
Clark and Mary Wenger Hock, died Dec. 4. 1989. 
His wife Rhoda preceded him in death. Surviving 
are 3 sons, Ralph, LeRoy, and Carl; 2 daughters, 
Ruth Neiman and Louise Baer; 2 brothers. Walter 
and Laban; a sister, Cora Bert; 14 grandchildren; 
and 14 great-grandchildren. Eber was retired from 
farming and from the Shippensburg University 
custodial staff. He was a member of the Marsh 
Creek congregation. Pa. The funeral service was 
held at the Green Springs Brethren in Christ 
Church with Rev. Ron Burgard, Rev. Terry Bur-
ton, and Rev. Ralph Hock officiating. Interment 
was in Cumberland Valley Memorial Gardens, 
Carlisle. 
Kipe: Blanche L. (Pat) Kipe. born Jan. 20. 
1926, in Des Moines, Iowa, died Jan. 9. Surviving 
are her husband, H. Frank Kipe; three sons, H. 
Franklin, H. Kenneth, and H. Ray; and a daugh-
ter, Judith Kipe-Nolt. Blanche spent 25 years as a 
missionary in Zambia and Zimbabwe. Her com-
mitment to ministry has been obvious. She gave of 
herself as a wife, mother, grandmother, pastor's 
wife, bishop's wife, and friend to all. Hospitality 
was her trademark. Her life was dedicated to heal-
ing the hurts of others far beyond her nursing 
skills. Her eyes sparkled with joy and her encour-
agement and support were benefits to many. She 
was a member of the Five Forks congregation. 
Pa., where the funeral service was held with Rev. 
Wilbur Besecker and Bishop Owen Alderfer offi-
ciating. Interment was in Ringgold Cemetery. 
Kruger: Sonya Kruger, born Feb. 22, 1977, 
daughter of Darrell and Marcia Kruger, died Jan. 
15. She was preceded in death by her mother. 
Surviving are her father; and a brother, Caleb. 
Sonya attended the Christian Union Brethren in 
Christ Church, Garrett, lnd. The funeral was held 
at the Feller Funeral Home. Waterloo, lnd., with 
Rev. Garland Whittington officiating. Interment 
was in the Christian Union cemetery. 
Melhorn: John E. Melhorn. born Mar. 28, 
1903, son of Christian and Martha Schock Mel-
horn. died Jan. 3. Preceding him in death was his 
wife, Ruth K. (Wolgemuth). Surviving are four 
children, Betty Jane Wingate, John W. Jr., Doris 
Jean Scraggs. and Robert E.; two sisters, Mary 
Wolgemuth and Martha Keefer; a brother, Willis; 
seven grandchildren; and 4 great-grandchildren. 
John was a businessman and farmer, board 
member and president of the American Board of 
Missions to the Jews (now Chosen People Minis-
tries), and a member of the Cross Roads, Pa., 
congregation for 72 years. The funeral service was 
held at the church with Rev. Dale H. Engle, Rev. 
Harold A. Sevener, and Rev. Luke L. Keefer offi-
ciating. Interment was in the Cross Roads cemetery. 
Miller: Michael Delbert Miller, born Mar. 15, 
1897, son of Josephus and Eliza Miller in Madrid, 
Iowa, died Dec. 22. 1989. Preceding him in death 





by Edith Miller 
When it was time to leave for church 
every Sunday as we were growing up, 
each of us three children would find a 
few coins on the corner of the dining 
room table. The portions, although small, 
were consistent week after week. We 
always knew the coins should be taken 
to church. 
It never occurred to us (at least, it 
never occurred to me) to stick those 
coins in our pockets and "forget" to put 
them in the offering plate. Daddy always 
laid them out; the money was there as 
regularly as Sunday came each week, 
making an indelible impression on us. 
We children saw how important it 
was for Daddy to put aside the Lord's 
money in other ways. A special con-
tainer was kept on the second shelf of 
the upper cupboard nearest the kitchen 
door. Daddy put his tithe money there 
on payday. In those days he received a 
pay envelope with cash inside. All the 
money from that container went to 
church, again just as regularly as Sun-
day came each week. When we started 
earning money of our own, it seemed 
"natural" to give our tithe in the same 
way we had seen Daddy do it. 
A number of years ago the church 
distributed Hunger Fund bank/calen-
dars. In order to keep the calendar up to 
date, a pre-set number of coins had to be 
inserted daily. Occasionally, the bank 
on the corner of the kitchen cupboard 
was behind time—but not for long. 
Daddy took care of that. 
Even in his retirement years (he cele-
brates his 79th birthday this year) he 
hasn't stopped giving to the Lord. We all 
know that Social Security checks aren't 
all that generous, but that hasn't pre-
vented Daddy and Mother from giving 
$100 a week to the church. 
In addition, as an indirect contribu-
tion to Cooperative Ministries, my par-
ents take care of sending out my form 
letters (as part of my missionary corre-
spondence). Not only do they spend 
time getting the letters photocopied, 
folded, and inserted into envelopes 
which they've addressed, but they also 
assume all cost involved as they give "as 
unto the Lord." And every Christmas, 
my bank account receives a generous 
increase, thanks to them. 
Daddy didn't learn giving from his 
father (as I did). The church where his 
family were members didn't teach giv-
ing. Their church body was a rural one 
which didn't have a church building. 
For Sunday school, they used the local 
country school. Worship services were 
held in members' homes. The preacher 
wasn't salaried and the church had no 
missionaries. What need was there for 
money? 
During his early years, Daddy's fam-
ily moved from the Midwest to the East. 
They transferred their membership to a 
church that did teach giving. Along with 
regular offerings, Daddy was sensitive 
to special needs that were presented 
from time to time. When such appeals 
were made. Daddy would put an extra 
dollar in the offering (might that be 
comparable in difficulty to dropping a 
$100 check in the offering plate today?). 
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nephews and nieces. Michael was retired from the 
Rock Island Railroad and a member of the Oak 
Park congregation, Des Moines. The funeral was 
held at the Westover Funeral Home with Rev. 
Hugh Stone officiating. Interment was in Oak 
Grove Cemetery, Des Moines. 
Page: Dwain E. Page, born June 2, 1932,sonof 
Brade E. and Laura Hostler Page, died Jan. 9. 
Preceding him in death were three sisters, Mar-
garet Walton, Dorothy Seigler, and Rebecca 
Wentzel; and a brother, Harry E. Surviving are his 
wife, Eilene(Farleman); a daughter, Robin Simon-
ton: a son, Mark E.; two brothers, Leroy and 
William; three sisters, Eleanor Fulkroad, Myrtle 
Bollinger, and Elaine Stuck; two grandchildren; 
and two stepgrandchildren. Dwain and his wife 
were teachers of the Sunshine Sunday school class 
for the mentally retarded at the Cedar Grove con-
gregation, Pa. The funeral service was held at the 
church with Rev. W. Dale Allison officiating. 
Interment was in St. Stephen's Lutheran Church 
Cemetery. 
Rumble: Nancy Anna Rumble, born Aug. 25, 
1900, in Pendleton, lnd., the daughter of Andrew 
and Mary Helen Skiles, died Jan. 19. Preceding 
her in death was her husband Lloyd I. Rumble. 
Surviving are 3 sons, Lawrence L„ Eldon E., and 
Robert W.; a daughter, Nancy Anna Rurode; 9 
grandchildren; 19 great-grandchildren; and a great-
great-grandson. Nancy was a member of the Plea-
sant Hill, Ohio, congregation where the funeral 
service was held with Rev. Thomas R. Kershner 
officiating. Interment was in Highland Cemetery, 
Covington, Ohio. 
Sherk: Betty Grace Sherk, born Apr. 7, 1935, 
daughter of M r. and M rs. Ray Damude, died Dec. 
16, 1989. On Oct. 14, 1961, she married Gordon 
(Si) Sherk, who survives. Also surviving along 
with her parents are three children, Dawn LaPlante, 
Ann Sherk, and John Sherk; one grandson, 
Andrew; and a brother, Ray Jr. Betty was a 
member of the Bertie congregation, Ont., and had 
written a psalm of praise as a Sunday school 
assignment which was circulated to over 100 peo-
ple before she died. The funeral service was held at 
the church with Rev. Robert Rolston and Rev. 
Greg Funk officiating. Interment was in Pleasant 
View Cemetery, Fonthill, Ont. 
Stewart: Abner Willard Stewart, born Mar. 15, 
1913, son of James W. and Harriet Stuart Stewart, 
died Jan. 22. Surviving are his wife Lillian Hinz-
man Fisher Stewart; 5 stepsons, Jack Fisher, Joe 
Fisher, Robert Fisher, Fred Fisher, and Tom 
Fisher; 4 brothers; 4 sisters; 12 grandchildren; and 
5 great-grandchildren. Abner was a retired baker 
and a longtime Messiah Village Key Person. He 
was a member of the Pequea congregation where 
the funeral service was held with Rev. Omer E. 
King, Rev. Jeffrey Ruhl, and Rev. Robert Leh-
man officiating. Interment was in Long Memorial 
Cemetery, Neffsville, Pa. 
Wenger: Paul 1. Wenger, born Feb. 4, 1895, 
son of Joseph O. and Annie Grimm Wenger, died 
Dec. 21, 1989. Surviving are two daughters, Elea-
nor Mooney and Naomi Lesher; and two sons, 
Harold and Charles. Paul was a lifelong farmer, 
and a resident of Messiah Village. He was a 
member of the Mt. Rock congregation. Pa., where 
the funeral service was held with Rev. Avery 
Musser and Rev. John Schock officiating. Inter-
ment was in Air Hill Cemetery, Chambersburg. 
Often, some opportunity would come 
the following week for Daddy to unex-
pectedly earn an extra dollar. 
Daddy worked as a plumbing repair-
man for the same company for 48 years. 
His salary rose from 40 cents to $10.25 
per hour without his ever asking for a 
raise. In 1969, with their two daughters 
in Africa, Daddy and Mother wanted to 
visit them as the younger one completed 
her term of voluntary service. 
At that point Daddy was getting only 
one week's vacation per year and that 
was not long enough for a trip to Africa. 
A new president had just taken office in 
the company and Daddy didn't know 
how he would react when asked for an 
extended vacation. When Daddy pre-
sented his request, the president said, 
without any opportunity to check into 
the cost involved, "If you and your wife 
want to go to Africa, I'll pay the return 
fare for both of you." 
In 1975, when Daddy underwent 
surgery and was off work for two months, 
he received full salary as well as com-
pany insurance to cover most of the 
hospital expenses. 
After 45 years of employment. Dad-
dy's semi-retirement consisted of as 
much—or as little—work as he wanted. 
He was given the privilege of "writing his 
own ticket." Even under those condi-
tions he continued to receive Christmas 
bonuses and paid vacations until he 
terminated employment completely and 
moved out of the state. As if that weren't 
enough, about a year after moving 
away, the company sent him a large 
check as a share of the profits they had 
made. 
During the course of their years to-
gether, Daddy and Mother began to 
give 15 percent of their income to the 
Lord, not just the lawful tithe. And with 
that decision, their "income" increased, 
often from unexpected sources. So, of 
course, their giving also increased. 
In 1985, living on Social Security and 
part-time work, they gave nearly $7,700 
to the church and charitable organiza-
tions. In 1986, along with complete 
retirement, they gave over $ 11,000. That 
same year, they sold the home where 
they had lived for 45 years, and got far 
more than they had hoped. 
At the end of 1987, Daddy attributed 
another benefit to the Lord's way of 
rewarding those who are faithful in giv-
ing: "I have better health now than I 
have had for years." The surgery Daddy 
had in 1975 was for cancer of the colon. 
Today, he has no restrictions in activity 
or diet, having experienced complete 
recovery. In 1988, he had three large 
stones removed from his bladder. At the 
end of 1989, his testimony of good 
health continues. 
He uses much of his time helping 
"old" people get around; he is one of the 
regular drivers for Messiah Village. His 
weekly letters to me are a journal of how 
many trips he's made to doctors, shop-
ping malls, banks, hospitals, airports 
and bus stations, as well as providing 
shuttle service within the Village. He 
also manages the Country Store in the 
Village Center (which includes weekly 
stocking of supplies). His is hardly a 
rocking-chair kind of existence. 
The bases for Daddy's outlook on 
giving are: Matthew 6:19-21—"Do not 
store up for yourselves treasures on 
earth, where moth and rust destroy, and 
where thieves break in and steal. But 
store up for yourselves treasures in 
heaven, where moth and rust do not 
destroy, and where thieves do not break 
in and steal. For where your treasure is, 
there your heart will be also." And Phi-
lippians 4:19—'"And my God will meet 
all your needs according to his glorious 
riches in Christ Jesus." 
He has also proven the validity of 
Malachi 3:10—"Bring the whole tithe 
into the storehouse, that there may be 
food in my house. Test me in this," says 
the Lord Almighty, "and see if 1 will not 
throw open the flood gates of heaven 
and pour out so much blessing that you 
will not have room enough for it." 
How blessed I feel to have a Daddy 
who says, "It is just so nice to have a 
Father who knows what is best for us." 
Edith Miller has been a missionary to 
Africa since 1957. She served in Zambia 
almost all those years, with a term of less 
than a year in Zimbabwe. Following her 
most recent furlough, she relumed to Zam-
bia in December 1989 to function in a new-
role— Coordinator of Women's Ministries. 
This article was submitted the day before she 
left. 
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1989-1990 Staley Distinguished 
Christian Scholar Lecture 
Author and lecturer Os Guinness 
visited the Messiah College campus 
February 13-15, as the 1989-1990 Staley 
Distinguished Christian Scholar Lectur-
er. He spoke at the college chapel Feb-
ruary 13 and 15, gave a public lecture on 
Wednesday, and also conducted several 
class presentations. 
A native of England, Dr. Guinness 
received his Ph.D. from Oxford Univer-
sity. Yet America, present and past, held 
greater fascination for him. So he now 
resides near Washington, DC, and has 
become something of an expert on 
American politics and history. In his 
addresses he covered topics such as 
America at the end of the American 
Century, Christianity and the challenge 
of the American public square, recovery 
of the dynamic vocation, and why evan-
gelicals don't think. 
The Staley Distinguished Christian 
Scholar Series is a project of the Thom-
as F. Staley Foundation of New York. 
The lectureship was established in the 
fall of 1969 by Mr. and Mrs. Thomas 
Staley of Rye, New York, in memory of 
their parents, Dr. and Mrs. Thomas F. 
Staley and Judge and Mrs. H. H. Haynes 
of Bristol, Tennessee. The foundation is 
firmly persuaded that the message of the 
Christian gospel when proclaimed in its 
historic fullness is always contempo-
rary, relevant, and meaningful to any 
generation. To this end they bring to 
college and university campuses of 
America distinguished scholars who truly 
believe in Jesus Christ and who can 
clearly communicate to students. 
Robert Bellah to speak for Annual 
Lecture on Religion and Society 
Robert N. Bellah, Ford Professor of 
Sociology and Comparative Studies at 
the University of California at Berkeley, 
will speak for Messiah College's fifth 
Annual Lecture on Religion and Society 
March 6. He will speak on the topics 
"The meaning for us of the current 
world revolution," and "Individualism 
and the survival of community in 
America." 
Robert Bellah is most recently known 
for his part in the multi-authored Habits 
of the Heart: Individualism and Com-
mitment in American Life (Berkeley: 
University of California Press, 1985). 
Clearly one of the three or four most 
important books of the decade, this 
study of American life at the end of the 
twentieth century has provoked a wide-
ranging debate about the values and 
future of the nation. Bellah is also 
known for his coining of the phrase "civ-
il religion," now a standard part of 
American political vocabulary. In addi-
tion to these American interests, Profes-
sor Bellah has made significant contri-
butions to our understanding of con-
temporary Asian and European culture 
and religion. 
The college's Annual Lectures on 
Religion and Society are designed to 
provide a platform from which leading 
scholars, politicians, and religious lead-
ers can address issues of critical and con-
tinuing importance regarding the role of 
religious values in the public life of 
society. The lecture series is intended to 
be an open forum and will intentionally 
select speakers who represent a wide 
spectrum of opinion. The purpose is to 
help Christians think critically, construc-
tively, and creatively about their roles in 
the societies in which they live. Past lec-
turers have included former President 
Jimmy Carter and anti-apartheid activ-
ist Allan Boesak. 
Third-World economist to appear 
as consortium guest lecturer 
Dr. Frederick Abraham Moses, Com-
missioner-cum Secretary to the govern-
ment of Orissa, India, was the Christian 
College Consortium Distinguished Lec-
turer visiting Messiah College on Feb-
ruary 6-7. His major chapel address 
presented "A Christian perspective on 
business and economic systems in the 
Third World." He also conducted sev-
eral class presentations. 
As principal advisor to the govern-
ment of Orissa for power and irrigation 
projects, Dr. Moses is responsible for 
the monitoring, managing, and develop-
ing of all related projects. He also serves 
in a top management position of 
IPITEX, Ltd., which exports ready-
made garments to the United States and 
to Western and East European markets. 
Previously Dr. Moses served as the 
chief executive in North and South 
Dr. Moses 
America for the Handicrafts and Hand-
looms Export Corporation of India: 
Director of Industries for the govern-
ment of Orissa; District Collector of 
Ganjam; and Deputy Secretary/Direc-
tor of state evaluation, planning, and 
coordination for the government of 
Orissa's five year plan. 
In recent years Dr. Moses has taught 
at the New York University School of 
Business and Public Administration and 
in the Graduate School of Business 
Administration, where he utilized his 
knowledge and experience in develop-
ing world economics. 
He earned a B.A., M.A., and B.L. 
from Madras University (India), an 
M.A. in Development Economics from 
Williams College, and a Ph.D. in Inter-
national Business and International Law 
from New York University. 
As a committed evangelical Chris-
tian, Dr. Moses attends the Union 
Church of Bhubaneswar, India, where 
he also serves as choir director and occa-
sional preacher. He holds memberships 
in the Bible Society of India and the 
Prisoner's Fellowship of India. 
This lectureship is one of the Chris-
tian College Consortium projects in-
cluded in the Multi-Cultural Teaching 
Project funded by The Pew Charitable 
Trusts of Philadelphia. A distinguished 
guest lecturer not normally available to 
a single institution is brought annually 
to the member schools to discuss con-
temporary implications of the faith-
learning dialogue at the heart of the con-
sortium emphasis. This is the tenth 
distinguished lectureship hosted by the 
consortium. 
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Seventh in a series written by 
faculty members of Messiah College 
Understanding Old 
Testament narrative 
by Clyde Ross 
Scholars tell us that about 40 percent 
of the Old Testament is narrative litera-
ture. Where does one find these stories? 
They are located in all sections of the 
Old Testament. Sometimes a whole 
book, such as Ruth and Esther, is one 
big narrative. But many times longer 
narratives also contain shorter narra-
tives (which could be called episodes). 
For example, the book of Esther also 
contains the story of the rise and fall of 
Haman or the narrative (complete with 
climax) of Esther's unrequested appear-
ance before the king, a deed that could 
have resulted in her death. Many books 
contain such short narratives: the Penta-
teuch, the books of history, and the 
prophets. Therefore, a meaningful ob-
servation is that when we talk about 
narrative, we can be talking about whole 
books of the Bible or about small sec-
tions of books. 
Once one realizes the importance of 
Old Testament narrative, a natural ques-
tion is, what are some of its characteris-
tics? Obviously such a question cannot 
be fully answered in a short article, for 
whole books have been written on this 
subject. Even such a short article as this, 
however, should mention some founda-
tional characteristics. 
To begin with, one who reads biblical 
narratives should be aware that they are 
inherently didactic. The word didactic is 
applied to literature that is designed to 
teach, not to entertain. 
To say that Old Testament stories are 
designed to teach is not to suggest that 
they should be treated as parables. 
Although there are different types of 
parables, the most common type is a 
Clyde Ross, a native of New Hampshire, 
has taught English at Messiah College for 
over 20 years. Before coming to Messiah, he 
taught in public high schools and Tabor Col-
lege and was an American Baptist pastorfor 
over nine years. He has two children, both of 
whom are married and live in the Harrisburg 
area. 
story (often called a "true parable") told 
for the purpose of illustrating a spiritual 
truth. To the degree that an Old Testa-
ment story is told for the sake of teach-
ing a spiritual truth, it is like a parable. It 
is quite different, however, because it is 
told in the context of history as an actual 
event. One should notice that Jesus, the 
master of the use of the parable, would 
often begin his stories with formulas 
that clearly indicate their indefinite, and 
probably fictitious, nature (e.g., "A cer-
tain man had two sons. . . ."). But Old 
Testament narratives speak in the con-
text of Hebrew history and deal with 
persons who are named. Therefore, He-
brew narratives are stories from actual 
events (Hebrew history) that teach us 
truths about God and his dealings with 
his people. 
Another characteristic of Hebrew nar-
rative is pointed out by Dr. Leland 
Ryken in his book Words of Delight. He 
suggests that there are four modes of 
Old Testament narration. The first mode 
is what he calls direct narrative. Using 
this technique, the storyteller simply 
tells us what happened (e.g., "Then 
Joshua rent his clothes and fell to the 
earth. . . ."). The second mode is the 
dramatic narrative. In this mode the sto-
ryteller provides the reader with dia-
logue between various characters (e.g., 
"And Joshua said, 'Alas, Lord God, 
why hast thou brought this people over 
the Jordan? . . .' "). Next is descrip-
tion, in which the story describes some-
thing about the setting or the characters 
(e.g., "Gibeon was a great city, like one 
of the royal cities. . . ."). Finally, there 
is commentary, a word of explanation 
or application by the storyteller (e.g., 
"Therefore to this day the name of that 
place is called the "Valley of Achor."). 
The important things to take note of 
here are that (1) clearly the most often 
employed mode is the dramatic and 
(2) commentary is seldom used. What 
that means is that the Old Testament 
stories are generally conveyed to us 
through the extensive use of dialogue, 
not through a heavy employment of 
direct narrative and description. There-
fore, it is very important as we read Old 
Testament stories that we pay careful 
attention to what people are saying, and 
to whom and under what circumstances. 
This careful study of dialogue, the major 
ingredient of Old Testament narratives, 
is especially important because the mode 
we have called commentary is so seldom 
used, and when it is used, it is limited in 
scope. 
In other words, the stories of the Old 
Testament usually require interpretation 
on our part. Because the commentary 
(or didactic application of the story) is 
usually very limited, we generally have 
to find the lesson ourselves. As we 
attempt to do so, certain very important 
questions must be asked. 
1. What is the actual plot of the 
story? In other words, how does the 
story actually transpire. What events 
cause other events? What is the turning 
point or climax? What is the resolution 
of the tension created in the narrative? 
2. What are the characters like? What 
has the storyteller done to give me clues 
as to which characters are worthy or 
unworthy? Has he shown me their char-
acter through direct description (e.g., 
"Job was blameless and upright. . . ."), 
dramatic narrative (what characters say 
and what is said about them by others), 
or direct narrative (actions that clearly 
indicate personality traits)? 
3. What is the context of the story? If 
this narrative is part of a book, how does 
the message of this narrative relate to the 
story and message of the whole book? 
Since this is part of the Old Testament, 
how does the Hebrew concept of God 
and his plan for the Hebrew people pro-
vide information necessary to under-
stand the message of this story? (For 
example, imagine trying to make any 
sense out of the story of Job without the 
context provided by basic Old Testa-
ment assumptions.) 
4. What is the story trying to teach or 
say? What is the story designed to tell us 
about God? The Hebrews? Sin? Grace? 
God's plan? Correct living? The human 
condition? 
And if you have taken these questions 
seriously, you realize that you have just 
started to study thoughtfully the Old 
Testament narratives. You now will 
need more help than this very short arti-
cle can possibly provide. You can find 
further help in Chapter 5 ("The Old Tes-
tament Narratives—Their Proper Use") 
of How to Read the Bible for All Its 
Worth by Gordon D. Fee and Douglas 
continued on page 28 
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Stuart. Another fine source would be 
Part One ("Biblical Narrative") of Words 
of Delight: A Literary Introduction to 
the Bible by Leland Ryken. Still another 
helpful presentation is found in Chapter 
5 ("The Analysis of Prose Passages") in 
Literary Approaches to Biblical Inter-
pretation by Tremper Longman III. 
Finally, any who want a complete con-
sideration of this subject should read 
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It is springtime, and the Jews are get-
ting ready to celebrate the Passover. At 
the same time, the Christians remember 
in a special way the suffering and the 
resurrection victory of our Lord. It is 
true that we remember this every time 
we share at the Lord's table, but I am 
wondering whether the church should 
not set aside this particular weekend as a 
time of prayer, fasting, soul-searching 
and thanksgiving. You have said in sev-
eral of your letters that it isn't important 
to keep certain days as holidays; but, on 
the other hand, it is almost 30 years since 
the event took place. Unless Jesus returns 
soon, the last eye-witness to the crucifix-
ion and resurrection will have died. We 
must do something to ensure that it will 
always be remembered as a turning 
point in the history of the human race. I 
understand that some of the brethren 
are preparing to put the whole story in 
writing, and I am thankful. Otherwise, 
within a few generations, it will be 
regarded as no more important than the 
Greek myths or a variation on the 
Roman mystery cults. 
As for me, regardless of the practice 
of our congregation, I long to spend that 
Friday in prayer, contemplation, and 
thanksgiving. When I think of the cross, 
I picture it as standing between two 
men, the "old" Onesimus on one side, 
and the "new" one on the other. They 
are completely different, Paul. The old 
Onesimus was on the run, but he didn't 
know what he was running toward. He 
wanted to be free, but he was bound by 
selfishness, rebellion, uncertainty, and 
fear. You introduced him to Jesus, and 
at the foot of the cross, he was changed 
from inside out. The transforming work 
of the Holy Spirit has to be experienced. 
It cannot be fully described. 
How could the death of a Jewish 
teacher change the nature of another 
person? Only if the event were wholly 
supernatural! I try to probe the deeper 
meaning of that redemptive act, but I 
am sure that I shall never extract all the 
truth that lies wrapped up in it. No 
doubt, in a millennium from now, if the 
Lord tarries, Christians will still be 
struggling to understand it more fully. 
One word that keeps coming to me 
now is "identification": God who is 
Spirit identifying with us fully in the 
Word made flesh, relating not only to 
the cream of society, but to the very 
dregs; the sinless one being made sin for 
us, and tasting death for every person, 
that all might have the opportunity to 
live with him. And what a quality of life 
it is! Neither slavery nor imprisonment 
can bind the spirit of the person who has 
a living relationship with Jesus. 
How different from the gods of the 
pagans—Jove hurling thunderbolts, 
Bacchus inviting to revelry, Venus con-
fusing the distinction between lust and 
love. They are gods that can be bribed, 
bargained with, and hoodwinked—gods 
which men have made in their own 
image. I am thankful for a holy God 
whom I cannot intimidate and who does 
not seek to intimidate me, but rather 
seeks to offer freely forgiveness, redemp-
tion, and cleansing so that I can live as a 
new creation even in the midst of a cor-
rupt society. 
I look away from the beautiful pagan 
temples to the starkness of the cross, and 
there I see the greatest beauty of all—the 
beauty of the suffering servant offering 
unconditional love; not denying the real-
ity of evil, but confronting it head-on, 
striking the death blow to death itself. I 
need to look at the cross often, Paul, so 
that I won't be deluded by the beautiful 
facades behind which so much evil 
lurks. In a pleasure-seeking society, it is 
important to remember the One who 
could find little pleasure in earthly com-
forts as long as one of his sheep was lost. 
He will see of the travail of His soul and 
be satisfied, and when that happens, 
everything that remains will be shot 
through with the glory of the Lord. 
Then all beauty will be true beauty, for 
there will no longer be a serpent lurking 
behind the flowers of the garden, or cor-
ruption festering in the marble halls of 
the temple. 
Until that time, I will see true beauty 
only in the cross. To quote from your 
own writing,"God forbid that 1 should 
glory save in the cross of the Lord Jesus 
Christ." 
May the beauty of the risen Lord 
brighten your prison cell at this holy 
season. 
Onesimus 
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Hot potatoes 
I received a surprise package in the 
mail the other day. Someone sent me a 
copy of Tony Campolo's book, 20 Hot 
Potatoes Christians Are Afraid to Touch 
(Word Books, 1988). The sender wanted 
to know what I thought of it. 1 wonder if 
he also wanted to know what I thought 
about specific chapters which touch on 
issues he's faced and doesn't quite know 
how to talk about. 
Campolo's assortment of "hot pota-
toes" is interesting—and a little unusual. 
The table of contents includes topics not 
many address, as well as ones which are 
frequently debated, and it omits others 
often found in "social issues antholo-
gies" like this one. It's not clear exactly 
what constitutes a "hot potato Chris-
tians are afraid to touch"—level of con-
troversially? sacred cow? or just some-
thing few people examine as seriously as 
they should? 
The topics he addresses in the 20 rela-
tively brief and easily read chapters are 
(not in order): public vs. Christian 
schools; sexual desire (and pornography); 
singles and loneliness; wayward adult 
children; TV evangelism; homosexual-
ity; divorce and remarriage; funerals; 
modern psychology; mothers of pre-
school children with careers; ordination 
of women; affluence; sports; health care 
decisions and the right to die; war; nurs-
ing homes; AIDS; self-esteem; evangeli-
cals and the state of Israel; and hunting. 
Conspicuous by their absence are other 
"hot" issues like abortion, drug and 
alcohol abuse, the environment, family 
violence and child sexual abuse, gun 
control, and the death penalty. Obvious-
ly one cannot cover everything in a sin-
gle book, so it's interesting to speculate 
on why Campolo picked the ones he did. 
As I read through the book, I some-
times felt that he was using this format 
as an opportunity to say a lot of things 
he's been wanting to say for a long 
time—hence the strange choice of top-
ics. I don't necessarily fault him for that 
because many of us have opinions and, 
often, well-thought-out beliefs on many 
issues that we'd be glad to tell people 
about if we had a forum in which to do 
so. Because of his reputation, Campolo 
has that forum. Most of the rest of us 
aren't that fortunate! 
1 was also struck by his balanced 
approach. He frequently gives both sides 
of an issue. Sometimes, of course, there 
may be more than two sides, and his 
omission of obvious third or fourth 
alternatives seems odd. For example, in 
the debate between public and Christian 
schools, he gives good reasons for both 
choices, but never mentions the option 
of homeschooling. Also, in his discus-
sion of whether it is "OK to put your 
mother in the county home," he doesn't 
mention places like Messiah Village, 
which are usually somewhere between 
the stereotypical county home and keep-
ing mom at home. 
Sometimes he comes down on what 
many would consider the "left" or "lib-
eral" side of an issue, while other times 
he's more "conservative."The reason for 
this is a sound one, I think; he is first of 
all committed to what he believes to be 
the biblical view, and the Bible is not 
concerned with liberal or conservative 
ideologies. He also often uses cost as a 
criteria for whether one should do some-
eaaers 
Dear Phoebe, 
I would like to respond to your Jour-
nal article in the January 1990 Visitor. 
I was raised in a conservative Brethren 
in Christ home in the Midwest. I love 
my Lord with all my heart and God is 
Number One in our home and in my 
life! However, you make some incorrect 
assumptions in your article. 
First, you attempt to establish that 
countries with strict gun control laws 
have lower murder and homicide rates. 
You fail to mention that countries like 
Switzerland, where every house is re-
quired by law to have weapons for the 
defense of the country, and Israel, also a 
very freely-armed country, have very 
low murder and homicide statistics. In 
other words, easy access does not neces-
sarily lead to increased crime. 
Second, you make this statement: 
"The gun has become something of a 
symbol of the violence within us. When 
people vehemently insist on their right 
to own a gun (and, by implication, to use 
it if the situation arises), they are suc-
thing; for example, when there are so 
many needs in the world, is it right to 
keep an ill loved one hooked up to 
expensive machines when there is no 
hope of recovery? 
In a postscript to the book, Campolo 
pleads for action and not just talk. He 
doesn't want the book to be something 
that people read and put aside, or use as 
the basis of arguments that go nowhere. 
(That the book invites discussion is 
clear; I was reading it during a cross-
country flight, and several times I inter-
rupted my reading to talk to my travel-
ling companion about what Campolo 
said.) Rather, he wants to help people 
change, become more effective and com-
passionate Christians, and more closely 
mirror God's ways. Toward that end, 
most chapters include specific sugges-
tions for things to do—ways to minister 
to people with AIDS, antidotes for lone-
liness, suggestions for planning funerals. 
When I write back to the person who 
sent me the book, I'll tell him that I 
enjoyed it, that it stimulated my think-
ing, and that I hope I'll put into action 
some of Campolo's ideas. IH also thank 
him for caring enough about what I 
think to send it to me. 
Phoebe 
cumbing to that violence instead of 
deliberately looking for and choosing 
alternative ways of confronting evil and 
managing angry and violent feelings." 
I do not defend my right to "Keep and 
Bear Arms" because I am "succumbing 
to violence." I do it because if we lose 
any part of our Constitution, we lose it 
all. Including both your right to write 
and publish your feelings and my right 
to respond. More importantly, I do it 
because my two teenage sons and I 
enjoy spending time together in shoot-
ing sports. 
I would trust that all violent deaths 
disturb you as much as firearms-related 
deaths. The problem is a heart and sin 
problem. The problem is not with an 
inanimate object. Sin would find frui-
tion even if all guns were suddenly 
somehow abolished. We don't need more 
laws, we need more of God! As Chris-
tians, that must be our ultimate goal! 
Ken Frymire 
Aransas Pass, TX 
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Planning for Hope 
by Rod White 
On January 21, Sanctity of Human 
Life Sunday, miles of Christians gathered 
along two major thoroughfares in Orange 
County to form a human cross. Our 
"eye in the sky" pilots, who monitor our 
traffic jams in Southern California, kept 
reporting that they couldn't see any gaps 
in those lines of people holding "Abor-
tion Kills Children" signs, tying up 
chronically congested traffic even more 
with their message. Some months before, 
Gwen and 1 had stood in a similar cross 
stretching across Riverside with very 
normal-looking people, like us, who had 
taken to the streets to say something 
about the conviction they feel: abortion 
is an affront to God. 
When the results of a survey taken of 
Brethren in Christ churches were tabu-
lated last year, the major social issue 
about which our people were concerned 
and united was abortion. There is little 
doubt that when the facts are known 
and when the lines are drawn, we gener-
ally sense the call to be on the side that 
says, "The killing has got to stop!" Even 
given the variety of opinion among us, 
we know we need to stand for the sanc-
tity of human life in a society numbly 
condoning close to a million abortions a 
year. 
The Board for Brotherhood Concerns 
in the Pacific Conference organized a 
subcommittee to research how we could 
do something more about this social ill 
than have an opinion or hold a sign. 
What we have come up with is Hope 
House. 
Hope House is not a new idea; it is a 
practical solution being successfully im-
plemented all over the country. You 
may have a home for unwed mothers in 
your own city. We have found that in 
Southern California there are not enough 
homes to meet the demand. It is one 
thing to offer an alternative to a young 
woman in need of a lot more than 
judgement. We intend to follow the lead 
of others, improve upon our own local 
experience in this ministry, and attempt 
to offer that alternative—and save babies 
from death one by one. 
30 
In the coming year, our plan is to 
organize a home for unwed mothers 
(Hope House), funded through many 
sources, both locally and nationally. We 
primarily want to receive mothers intent 
on giving their babies to be raised by 
adoptive parents. Before we begin (target 
date: September 1990), we hope to raise 
enough interest, prayer, and money to 
give this ministry a solid footing. Minis-
tries such as the one we plan are too 
often ill-supported and burdened with a 
constant insecurity. We believe we must 
do a good job in laying the foundation 
before we build this house. 
We want to begin a solid ministry that 
can support two well-qualified workers: 
an administrator/ fundraiser, and a house 
mother. That means we will not proceed 
unless we are satisfied with four things: 
(1) that our brotherhood will support 
this effort wholeheartedly—we are not 
looking for massive Cooperative Minis-
tries funding, but we do want this to be 
an expression of our concern; (2) that 
we can recruit a committed, capable 
team of overseers from the Pacific Con-
ference; (3) that we can generate enough 
financial support from outside and in-
side our denomination to get started 
right; and (4) that other organizations 
are not capable of doing better what we 
plan, or that their work is not available 
to those in need. 
This is probably the first time you 
have heard of these plans. Please tuck 
them away in your memory and pull 
them out when you pray. As the Lord 
leads you, please think them over as 
well. After proper consultation with the 
Board for Stewardship, we hope to con-
tact many people for their opinions, for 
support, and yes, for money. When you 
hear about Hope House again, please 
give some of your time and interest; 
please give your love. There is a horrible 
thing happening in our country. As the 
signs say, "Abortion Kills Children." 
We hope to provide one way we can all 
be a part of saying, "Stop the killing!" 
Rod White is pastor of the Riverside 
Brethren in Christ Church. You may address 
questions or comments to him at 3991 Madi-
son St., Riverside, CA 92504, or to Paul 
Schletewitz, chairman of Hope House Task 
Force, P.O. Box 1895, Walnut, CA 91788. 
The Way of Peace column is a project of the 
Board for Brotherhood Concerns. 
A new "springtime" 
for Czech churches 
by Tim Reimer 
Gripped by the freshness of it all, 
literally beaming with freedom, but still 
listening every hour to the news for 
assurances that the incredible changes in 
his country were for real—such was the 
first weekend of December for M iroslav 
Frydrych, pastor of an evangelical church 
of Czech Brethren just outside Prague. 
During my December visit to Czecho-
slovakia the atmosphere in Prague was 
thick with excitement and uncertainty. 
Political posters of every size were taped 
on storefront windows, train station 
walls and signposts throughout Wences-
las Square. Seemingly everywhere peo-
ple gathered in fours and fives to read 
political notices, or in 20s and 30s to 
watch public television or hear a street-
corner speech. 
When Pastor Frydrych greeted me at 
the train station Friday evening, he 
began almost immediately to discuss 
what the political changes meant for his 
church. There would probably be new 
freedom to hold meetings in places other 
than church buildings, freedom for Chris-
tian education of their children and for 
open discussions of their faith. 
For decades Czech pastors had been 
required to register with the police every 
time they preached in another congrega-
tion. Stalin's influence had meant close 
monitoring of religious activities, espe-
cially in Czechoslovakia. Now it ap-
peared that even the police were await-
ing the outcome of the governmental 
upheaval rather than enforcing the re-
strictions of the old regime. 
Saturday morning I accompanied 
Pastor Frydrych on his way to a meeting 
of his local church synod at which a 
resolution stating the church's view of 
the political situation would be passed. 
As we rode the train he told what little 
he knew of Mennonites and asked me to 
fill him in. "The Mennonites have moved 
around a lot because of religious perse-
Tim Reimer and his wife La Verna, work-
ing with MCC in West Germany, are from 
Winnipeg, Man., and are members of Aber-
deen Evangelical Mennonite Church there. 
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cution," 1 began. Suddenly I realized the 
irony of it all. Persecution? Restrictions? 
The historical words I spoke seemed to 
reflect the experiences of the man beside 
me and gave me new insights into my 
roots. 
Pastor Frydrych, in good Czecho-
slovakian style, explained how his own 
roots went back to John Hus, a full 
century before Menno Simons. Like 
Menno, Hus emphasized the equality of 
all believers. For Hussites this was sym-
bolized in the chalice, or communion 
cup, which, he argued, was not to be 
withheld from the laity. In a genuine 
fraternal gesture, Frydrych invited me 
to participate in the communion service 
the following day. 
We parted ways for the day, and I set 
out to explore Prague. My first stop was 
at an organization of Czechoslovakian 
Protestant churches, located in a church 
building on Vitkova Street but com-
pletely hidden from view. The pastor's 
comments about religious restrictions 
came to me as I made my way between 
old buildings into a courtyard to find a 
small yellow stucco church building 
with a cross and chalice at the peak of 
the roof. 
The secretary, an older woman whose 
English was better than my German, 
invited me in for coffee. Quickly I found 
myself listening to another fascinating 
perspective on the issues of the day. This 
woman remembered clearly the hope 
and anticipation that prevailed during 
the Prague Spring movement of 1968. 
This optimism was short-lived, how-
ever, as Soviet tanks moved in to crush 
the new spirit, a move which today has 
been officially condemned by most 
socialist countries including the Soviet 
Union. This woman's generation is not 
at the forefront of the current political 
renovations; instead it is following the 
lead of courageous students who have 
insisted on being heard. 
Although primarily university students 
spearhead calls for reform, theological 
students at the Comenius Faculty of 
Protestant Theology in Prague are as 
aware, if not as active, as their university 
colleagues. The secretary at the Protes-
tant offices gave me the address of the 
Bible college, but said that 1 probably 
would not find anyone there since the 
students were on strike. I decided to try 
anyway, and took a route that crossed 
Wenceslas Square, just to see if anything 
was developing. About 200 people were 
gathered at the Wenceslas statue. I tried 
to imagine the 200,000 that had gathered 
there two weeks before. 
When I arrived at the Comenius 
Faculty, I knocked at the door in the 
darkened stairwell. Eventually I had a 
chance to sit with three theology stu-
dents and converse in unpolished Ger-
man, our common language. "Have the 
instructors here found it necessary to 
change any of their approaches, consid-
ering the latest developments?" I asked. 
I was aware that some professors had 
found it possible to align their theology 
to quite an extent with the socialist 
teachings of the government, and was 
wondering if they were now revising 
their positions. 
One student looked puzzled, indicat-
ing to me that he doubted whether I fully 
understood the conditions in which the 
school had to operate. "Our professors 
have been fairly quiet concerning politi-
cal issues," he said. "Perhaps if you had 
been here for the last five years, you 
would see why." 
Then came the inevitable question: 
"By the way, who are the Mennonites, 
and where do they come from?" Again, I 
asked myself whether my forefathers or 
whether I had maintained my own 
integrity in the face of outward pressures. 
For Christians in North America, 
where changes of government are "bor-
ing politics" for many, it is hard to 
imagine how intensely and immediately 
people were affected by recent events in 
East Europe. Pastor Frydrych could feel 
tension in the air as he got up to preach 
Sunday morning. He knew that espe-
cially in small towns like his, there was a 
growing urge to take revenge on Com-
munist Party members now that the 
tables have turned against them. Their 
corruption was no secret to anyone: the 
butcher who kept the good cuts of meat 
under the counter, the neighbor lady 
who was "for some reason" able to shop 
in special stores, the foreman who gave 
promotions to less competent workers. 
"Rather than work revenge," preached 
Frydrych, "we need to be catalysts for a 
new sense of trust in our community. 
Rather than painting slogans on fences, 
we should wear the love of God on our 
hearts." 
At the end of the service Pastor Fry-
drych read a letter of encouragement 
from a sister congregation in Leipzig, in 
which the East German church good-
naturedly compared their circumstances 
to a race to see which community would 
be first to achieve desired reforms. 
One of the clearest signs that the 
church is not remaining underground in 
Czechoslovakia happened, interestingly 
enough, unde rg round—in one of 
Prague's modern underground transit 
stations. I was rushing to catch a train 
when I noticed a lively group of about 30 
young people singing heartily to a crowd 
of about 100 onlookers. I noticed a 
police officer walk up to the crowd, 
observe for awhile, then turn his back 
and walk away. 
I asked the singers if anyone spoke 
English or German. One young woman 
volunteered broken English with a glow-
ing smile. I asked her what they were 
singing about. "They are singing about 
Jesus!" she responded excitedly. From 
the look in her eye and the tone in her 
voice, it was obvious that never before 
had she sung these songs outside of a 
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The church is . . . ? 
by Harvey R. Sider 
What is the church when the building 
burns down? 
What would Christianity look like if 
we could divorce it from cultural ac-
cretions? 
Yesterday (January 14) I worshipped 
with 100 others in a building constructed 
eight years ago for offices which were 
never occupied. Now the church at 
Lakeside, Calgary, has a ten-year lease 
on this spacious third floor complex. 
Converted into a centre for worship and 
ministry (drop-in and day care), the 
church has found a viable way to be 
culturally relevant. 
Just two months earlier, my wife and 
1 worshipped in India with 1600 people 
under a large shamiyana (tent-top cover 
to protect from the sun but without side 
curtains). We also visited Khanua, a vil-
lage where the church building had been 
demolished by a typhoon. The Khanua 
Christians worshipped in Yohan's court-
yard, led by a lay leader. Binod Kac-
chap, reaching into Nepal, spoke of how 
he had established three house churches. 
Buildings in this Hindu country would 
immediately be suspect and give rise to 
persecution. Nor will I ever forget when 
Benjamin and I dedicated a "church" in 
rural India, a small plot scraped bare 
under a lovely shade tree. 
Styles of worship vary widely, often 
depending on whether we are in a tradi-
tional established church, a church plant-
ing, or overseas. Still, each carries cultur-
al accretions and reflects leadership per-
sonalities. This is inevitable. Buildings, 
organizational structures, traditions, 
personal likes and dislikes, and the cul-
ture of our surroundings are all a part of 
the church and may even influence pro-
foundly our understanding and expres-
sion of Christian faith. Indeed, living in 
a culture is part of the incarnation. 
One of the best ways to deal with 
these issues is to admit that they exist 
and do influence the way we understand 
the gospel. Then we must challenge 
them as we wrestle with the real essence 
of being the church. Permitting Chris-
tians from other parts of the world to 
seriously question our perception of the 
church brings new insights into the true 
nature of the church. 
If structures and buildings are not 
sacrosanct, if they are not the essence of 
the church, then what is the church? 
Living as Christ lived—serving, lov-
ing, obeying—is being the church. 
Christ's characteristics are to be incar-
nated in the daily life of his people. This 
is how the church transcends nationali-
ties and cultures. 
Service. Christ came to serve, not to 
be served. No wonder he taught that the 
greatest among us is the one who serves— 
in the family, the church, and the world. 
The concept of being number one is 
essentially a western cultural accretion. 
Regardless of wealth, power, or posi-
tion, God's people are called and com-
mitted to ministry through their wide 
variety of skills. Gifting and training are 
designed not to enhance one's personal 
benefit. On the contrary, true Chris-
tianity—the church—validates itself as 
God's people empty themselves to serve 
Christ and others. 
Love. Christ's ministry of care, com-
passion, forgiveness, and reconciliation 
was probably noticed and understood 
better than anything he taught. Here 
was firsthand, tangible evidence of God 
reaching out to hurting people. The title 
of Lewis Smedes's book, Forgive and 
Forget: Healing Hurts We Don't De-
serve, expresses powerfully what it means 
to be the body of Christ. Forgiveness 
and reconciliation lead us to work and 
pray with those with whom we differ. 
True love fosters an "us" relationship, 
not a "me-you" dichotomy. 
To be the church is to care for others, 
assisting those who have physical, emo-
tional, or spiritual needs. Independence 
has no place in the church. Conversely, 
love leads to interdependence. Love 
compels us "in sickness and in health" to 
"bear one another's burdens." 
Obedience. Christ's faithfulness was 
indicated by his total obedience to God 
(Phil. 2). Incarnating Christ, being the 
church, is to express obedience—first to 
his call and challenge to discipleship, 
and then by incarnating the life of 
Christ. This kind of obedience has a 
profound effect on our relationships, 
our lifestyle, our private and corporate 
worship. It will cause us to be radically 
different in thought, word, and deed. 
Self-centeredness will be replaced by 
self-giving. 
When the building burns down and 
when the structures change or disap-
pear, the church is what is left as God's 
people incarnate Christ. 
Harvey R. Sider is 
bishop of the Canadian 
Conference of the Breth-
ren in Christ Church. 
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